MINUTES OF THE AVON LAKE
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
APRIL 2, 2013


CALL TO ORDER

Gary Fell called the Avon Lake Planning Commission Regular Meeting of April 2, 2013 to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

ROLL CALL

Mr. Davis, Mr. Fell, Mr. Knilans, Mr. Sherban, Mr. Simonovich, Mayor Zilka, Director of Law Lieberman.

Mrs. Fenderbosh and Mr. Reitz were absent from the meeting.  Both Mrs. Fenderbosh and Mr. Reitz had informed the commission that they would not be available for the meeting.

There were no objections from the commission on their absences and were excused.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Fell corrected page 5, paragraph 4, and line 4 from “The new owners did their due diligence” to “The potential buyers did their due diligence”.

Mr. Fell moved to approve the minutes of the March 5, 2013 regular meeting as amended.  Mayor Zilka seconded the motion.

AYES:		All					NAYS:	None


GENERAL CORESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS

None


COUNCIL REPORT

Mrs. Fenderbosch was absent and there was no report.


SWEARING IN

Director of Law Lieberman swore in applicants and members of the audience speaking to items on the agenda.

NEW CASES:
 (
REQUEST OF LOU WHITE, POKERTEK, INC/AVONLAKE CHARITY FESTIVAL ROOM FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO OPERATE THE AVON LAKE CHARITY FESTIVAL ROOM IN AN EXISTING BUILDING AT 32814 WALKER ROAD.  THIS PROPOSED USE IS IN A B-1 LIMITED BUSINESS ZONING DISTRICT.
)
CASE NO. 008-13
LOU WHITE / POKER TEK INC.
32814 WALKER ROAD
CHARITY FESTIVAL ROOM
CONDITIONAL USE
PUBLIC HEARING




THIS CASE WAS WITHDRAWN FROM THE AGENDA BEFORE THE MEETING.

Mr. Fell stated that he has not been here for the last few meetings and wanted to get a feel of what Planning Commission was thinking about the Poker Tek Charity Festival Room.

Mr. Fell stated that the case is for the conditional use for the space.

Mr. Lieberman stated that this was the next step for the applicant to take.  Need the conditional use before they can go ahead and plan for the contracts.

Mr. Sherban stated that he would prefer that the City have legal opinions and legalities in order on the City side of things before issuing the conditional use.

Mr. Davis stated that he preferred to see the City’s involvement before going forward with the conditional use.

Mr. Lieberman stated that the City must lease the property and sub-lease to Poker Tek.

Mr. Sherban asked why the City isn’t applying for the conditional use then and why doesn’t this go to City Council first for comments and approval before Planning Commission is looking at this.

Mayor Zilka stated that there is no point in getting lease and going through all the legalities if the Planning Commission will not issue the conditional use.

Mr. Simonovich said he sees the merits of the charity poker, but preferred to see council look at this before Planning Commission.  It is the old chicken or the egg theory.

Mayor Zilka stated that the Conditional Use has to come before Planning Commission per our codes.

Mr. Fell stated that the applicant stated they would like on the May agenda.


 (
REQUEST OF THE CITY OF AVON LAKE HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISSION FOR REVISIONS TO CODE SECTION 1268.02, 1268.03, AND 1268.06 HISTORIC PRESERVATION REGULATIONS.
)CASE NO. 009-13	
AVON LAKE HISTORICAL
PRESERVATION COMMISSION
REVISIONS TO CODE 1268




Mr. Fell stated these proposed revisions to code section 1268.02 Definitions, 1268.03 Commission and 1268.06 Procedure for establishing historic districts or landmarks are for minor working and language changes requested by the ALHPC.  The changes in black were revisions requested by the ALHPC by motion at the ALHPC meeting.  The changes in blue are changes per the comments of the Law Director.  The changes in red are changes per the comments of Mr. Kos, ALHPC member and further discussion with the Zoning Administrator.  Because the changes of the Law Director, Zoning Administrator and Mr. Kos happened after the vote of the ALHPC meeting and vote, the Planning Commission can make the revisions at the Planning Commission meeting before forwarding to City Council for three readings and approval.

Mr. Kos, Councilperson and Historical Preservation Commission Member was present to represent this case. 

Mayor Zilka stated that the changes are just for some clarity and minor wording changes.

Mr. Davis stated that he finds the comments moving in the right direction to clean up the code.

Mr. Knilans moved to approve the request of the Avon Lake Historical Preservation Commission the revisions to Code Section 1268.02, 1268.03 and 1268.06 as revised at this meeting.  Mr. Sherban seconded the motion.

AYES:		All					NAYS:	None

Mr. Fell stated that this case has passed and will now move on to City Council for three readings and approval.


INFORMATIONAL ITEM

Mayor Zilka stated that City Council and the Safety Commission is looking at making some changes and additions to the safety issues in the city buildings.  In the near future we will be having fire and tornado drills in the Council and Planning Commission meetings.  Fire and Tornado evacuation routes will be posted in all the buildings.

Mr. Sherban agreed 100%.



DISCUSSION ITEM

Mr. Fell reminded the Planning Commission to always site clear reasons per our code for objections to cases.  In the case of legal actions we must site our objections clearly for the law director to represent the City on legal cases.

Mayor Zilka stated that he would like to schedule a work session of the Planning Commission and Zoning Board to discuss mounds and signs.  I would like for the work session to happen before June so this can be discussed before council goes on break for the summer.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Zilka stated that he would like to discuss mounds and signage.  Also with the new LED technology we have had several cases go before zoning board because the new signs are wider then old signs and don’t meet our code.


GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT

None


ADJOURNMENT


Mr. Knilans moved to adjourn at 8:10 p.m. the April 2, 2013 Planning Commission meeting.  Mayor Zilka seconded the motion.

AYES:		All				NAYS:	None

The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be on May 7, 2013.
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________________________________	________________________________
Gary Fell, Chairperson 			Coleen M. Spring, Recording Secretary
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