MINUTES OF THE AVON LAKE

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

FEBRUARY 7, 2006
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Fell called the Avon Lake Planning Commission Meeting of February 7, 2006 to order at 7:31 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.
ROLL CALL

Mayor Berner, Mr. Brightwell, Mr. Fell, Mrs. Haverback, Mr. Knilans, Mr. Kolczun, Mr. Simonovich, Director of Law Smith and Engineering Manager Reitz.
ELECTION OF PLANNING COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON

Mr. Knilans nominated Gary Fell for another term of Chairperson of the Planning Commission.  Mr. Kolczun seconded the motion.

There being no other nominations, Mr. Knilans moved to close the nominations of Planning Commission Chairperson.  Mr. Kolczun seconded the motion.

AYES:

All




NAYS:
None

Mr. Knilans moved to approve the nomination of Gary Fell as Planning Commission Chairperson.  Mr. Kolczun seconded the motion.

AYES:

All




NAYS:
None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Fell moved to approve the minutes of the January 10, 2006 Regular Planning Commission meeting.  Mr. Kolczun seconded the motion.
AYES:

All




NAYS:
None
COUNCIL REPORT

Mr. Simonovich stated the cases that had been approved or had readings at the City Council meetings since the last meeting. 

SWEARING IN

Director of Law Smith swore in applicants and members of the audience speaking to items on the agenda.

POSTPONED CASES
[image: image1.jpg]



CASE NO. 001-06
LEARWOOD SQUARE/
JND PROPERTIES
MASTER SIGNAGE SITE PLAN
Mr. Reitz stated this request for approval by JND Properties will be for an overall master signage approval for the retail shopping area not to include the Giant Eagle property.  The plan includes and addresses all signage and will replace the existing signage to create an overall continuity for the site.  Several waivers based on the Equivalency Provision in the code have been requested.  The attached letter dated January 27, 2006 from Sign-Lite was submitted to address several comments discussed at the January 10, 2006 Planning Commission meeting.

Mr. Neil Weinberger, JND Properties and Mike Bizjak, Sign-Lite were present tonight to represent this case and answer any questions the commission may have.

Director of Law Smith swore in applicants and members of the audience speaking to items on the agenda that had arrived after the initial swearing in.

Mr. Weinberger stated that Learwood Square has been in need of new signage for quite some time now.  We have been working hard on a new sign package that would satisfy all the occupants.  We have taken into account the comments of the commission from last month and believe this package is a good plan.
Mrs. Haverback stated she was not in favor of changing the 10 second intermittent time on the LED Sign.  Why had the time changed from the last plan to this plan?

Mr. Bizjak stated that it was an over site on the last plan.  We were not aware there was a ten second time in the code.  We think a ten second delay diminishes the sign effectiveness and may impede traffic.  If a time needs to be stated we would ask for a time delay of 5 to 6 seconds instead of the 10.

Mrs. Haverback asked why a sign for Edward Jones was installed?
Mr. Weinberger stated that Edward Jones installed the sign without JND’s knowledge.  They have been requesting a sign and we kept telling them we were working on a sign package.  The sign was just a temporary sign until this package could be approved.  The sign is in the process of being removed per the instructions of the Engineering and Zoning Departments.

Mrs. Haverback asked if the stop sign behind Meadow Vistas would be removed with the new sign package?

Mr. Weinberger stated the property is not ours, the sign will not be removed.

Mrs. Haverback thanked the applicants for listening to the comments of the commission from last month.  I do not think that signs #3 and #16 are needed.  No other shopping centers in Avon Lake have these types of signs.  If we allow you to have them then all of the shopping centers will want to install them.

Mr. Bizjak stated that our shopping center is not like the other shopping centers in town.  I have asked residents of Avon Lake if the stores in the Learwood Shopping Center were visible to Lear Road or if they could identify the stores in the shopping center and most stated they could not.  They were aware of the Giant Eagle and some knew of the Ace Hardware but no the other stores.

Mrs. Haverback asked if all the existing ground signs would be removed if this plan is approved?
Mr. Bizjak stated that some of the stop signs and 10 mile an hour signs would be staying or being combined with other signs.  All the other ground signs would be removed and replaced with the new signs.  The Meadow Vistas sign will stay as it is not on our property.

Mr. Knilans thanked the applicants for taking into account the comments of the commission from the meeting last month.  I am not sure how I feel about sign #1 and the movement of the LED.  I think it can be discussed, but am not in favor of too much movement.

Mr. Kolczun stated that the applicant had a good argument on the movement of the LED sign.  Can you tell me the basis of the argument?  Do you have any materials or studies that would back up your argument for wanting the sign to move at a faster rate?

Mr. Bizjak stated that his argument was based on his professional opinion.  I do have information at my office that would back up my argument for signs and the intervals.  ODOT suggests a 6 to 8 second interval for a sign on a freeway.

Mr. Kolczun stated the applicants professional opinion may be different than another sign companies opinion.

Mr. Bizjak stated that he thought that most sign companies would agree with his opinion that a 6 or 8 second interval would be better than the 10 second interval in the code.

Mr. Fell stated that when writing the code for signs, it had been discussed and the 10 second interval was suggested to us.  I am not in favor or changing the time on waiver #4 for the LED sign.

Mayor Berner stated that 10 seconds is way too long.  The sign at the High School can not be read from a car.  I run past the High School a lot and cannot read that sign even when running.  We have had complaints about that sign that it is too slow.

Mrs. Haverback asked if the Learwood Square ground sign would be removed with the installation of the new sign package.
Mr. Weinberger stated the sign would be removed.

Mrs. Haverback suggested that the removal of the ground sign should be included as part of the motion when made.
Mr. Fell asked the members and Law Director if the waivers should be made separately from the motion?  I am not in favor or changing the LED time-waiver #4.

Law Director Smith stated the waivers can be included with the original motion.

Mrs. Haverback stated she would not be in favor of waiver #4- the LED sign interval.

Mayor Berner moved to approve the request of JND Properties for recommendation of approval for a Site Plan for the Master Signage Plan at Learwood Shopping Center.  Mr. Knilans seconded the motion.
Mrs. Haverback amended the motion to include the removal of the Learwood Square Shopping Center ground sign.  Mr. Knilans seconded the amendment.

AYES:

ALL




NAYS:
None

Vote on original motion.

AYES:

Knilans, Simonovich,


NAYS:
Fell, Haverback, Kolczun,



Berner






Brightwell

Mr. Fell stated that the case has been denied.

NEW CASES

CASE NO. 003-06
REVISION TO PLANNING 
COMMISSION RULES AND
REGULATIONS
Mr. Reitz stated, per the discussion at the January 10, 2006 Planning Commission meeting, the regulations have been revised to add the Pro-Tem Chairperson.  The revisions added are in italics on the copies distributed in the Planning Commission packets.
Mr. Fell moved to approve the revisions to the Planning Commission Rules and Regulations for creation of a Pro-Tem Chairperson.  Mr. Knilans seconded the motion.

AYES:

All




NAYS:
None

Mr. Kolczun asked if both chairpersons would be elected in January every two years as originally stated for just the chairperson?

Law Director Smith stated that both chairpersons would be elected every two years as stated in the original rules.

Mrs. Haverback made a motion to elect Randy Knilans as Pro-Tem Chairperson.  Mr. Kolczun seconded the motion.

Mrs. Haverback moved to close the nominations for election of a Pro-Tem Chairperson.  Mr. Kolczun seconded the motion.

Vote for closing of nominations:

AYES:

All




NAYS:
None

Vote for Pro-Tem Chairperson:

AYES:

All




NAYS:
None

Mr. Kolczun asked that copies of the new Rules and Regulations of Planning Commission be included in our packets next month.

INFORMATIONAL ITEM
Mr. Reitz stated that at the last meeting the 5/3rd sign on Lear Road had been discussed.  The Zoning Administrator checked on the sign and the location and it has been determined that the sign was not in the proper location.  A letter has been sent to 5/3rd to place the sign in the location that was indicated on the building permit application.  5/3rd responded to the letter, and the sign will be moved when weather permitting.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
Mr. Fell stated that per code section 1224.03(i) Planning Commission is to review the Recreation Impact Fee at least every two years.
Mrs. Haverback stated she was unsure as to why Planning Commission reviews this fee.  We really have no idea the budget or ideas the recreation department has.  I believe this item should be a item the recreation committee or City Council reviews.

Law Director Smith stated that per code section 1220.04 it states Planning Commission should review this area.

Mr. Kolczun stated he did not feel that we should turn this review over to City Council.  This fee is based upon new building areas and housing construction.

Mr. Fell thought we should survey surrounding communities charges and what they are based upon.  Also we should check to see when doing the survey what commission regulates the fee schedule and when the last time it was reviewed and changed.
Law Director Smith stated that code section 1224.02(Purpose) states the reasons the purpose falls under the Planning Commission review and determines the fee schedule.

Mr. Fell thought that these fees were discussed or put in place in 1999 and thought the Cleveland Construction Data index was used to set these fees.

Mayor Berner stated that the recreational fees are based on the Master Park Plans as well.  The Master Park Plan is reviewed and discussed every year.  City Council thought that the fees should be reviewed now too.

Mr. Simonovich stated he did not know when the last time this had been reviewed.  The Land Use Plan shows and index per household that is to be used.  I also think we should look at what other departments are charging for new home fees.  If we continue to increase our fees the overall fees for new housing construction may become too high.

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Fell stated there was an article in the paper the other day that showed a court in a suburb on the east side for it constitutional to have an analysis on minimum lot sizes in the community.
K.C. Zuber stated that along with the recreational impact fee the commission should also take into account the cost of land in Avon Lake as opposed to the cost of land in Avon Lake 10 years ago when the impact fee was put in place.

Mr. Mike Bizjak, Sign-Lite LLC, representative for JND Properties and Mr. Neil Weinberger, JND Properties stated that they thought a major point in the denial of case no. 001-06 Learwood Square Master Signage Plan was the waiver to the (10) second intermittent message display.  We would like to ask the commission if it is possible to re-consider the case tonight,  we would remove the waiver that we feel is the real reason the whole sign package was denied.  Then if the intermittent display code ever changes we could just re-apply to have that portion reviewed at a later date.

Mr. Fell asked the Law Director if it was possible to reconsider that case at the same meeting?

Law Director Smith stated that the case could be reconsidered at the same meeting.  A commission member that had denied the case would have to make the motion to be reheard.
Mr. Fell moved to re-consider case no. 001-06 Learwood Square Master Signage Site Plan.  Mrs. Haverback seconded the motion.

AYES:

All




NAYS:
None

Mr. Bizjak stated that he felt the major contention of the commission was the (10) second intermittent message display waiver.  We would like to request the removal of waiver #4 Waive to forgo the ten(10) second intermittent message display as listed in Section 1262.08(m)(2) from the approval.

Mr. Fell moved to approve the request of JND Properties for recommendation of approval for a Site Plan for the Master Signage Plan at Learwood Shopping Center with the waivers 1, 2 & 3 and the removal of the existing Learwood Shopping Center ground sign.  Mayor Berner seconded the motion.

AYES:

Fell, Knilans, Kolczun,

NAYS:
Haverback



Simonovich, Berner, Brightwell

Mr. Fell stated that gentlemen your item has been approved with waivers 1, 2 & 3.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further comments,  Mr. Kolczun  moved to adjourn at 8:28 p.m. the February 7, 2006 Regular Planning Commission Meeting.  Mr. Fell seconded the motion.

AYES:

All




NAYS:
None

The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be on March 7, 2006 and will meet in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

________________________________
________________________________

Gary Fell, Chairperson


Coleen M. Spring, Recording Secretary





































REVISION TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR CREATION OF A PRO-TEM CHAIRPERSON.  ELECTION OF PRO-TEM CHAIRPERSON





REQUEST OF JND PROPERTIES, 375 LEAR ROAD, AVON LAKE FOR RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL FOR A SITE PLAN FOR THE MASTER SIGNAGE PLAN AT LEARWOOD SHOPPING CENTER.  THIS PROPERTY IS LOCATED IN A B-1 BUSINESS ZONING DISTRICT.  THE REQUEST WILL REQUIRE A WAIVER BASED ON THE EQUIVALENCY PROVISIONS OF 1217.03(g)(3) AS LISTED FOR:  WAIVER TO THE SIGN HEIGHT EXCEEDING 7 FEET (SECTION 1262.05) SIGNS 6, 16 & 17 ON MAP; WAIVER TO THE PERMITTED ONE FREESTANDING IDENTIFICATION SIGN PER ZONING LOT (SECTION 1262.04(E)), SIGNS 1, 5 AND 11;  WAIVER TO MAXIMUM SIZE FOR A FREESTANDING SIGN OF 40 SQUARE FEET (SECTION 1262.04(3)(b)), SIGN 1;  WAIVER TO FORGO THE TEN (10) SECOND INTERMITTENT MESSAGE DISPLAY AS LISTED IN (SECTION 1262.08 (m)(2)).
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