
 

 

         MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

HELD APRIL 11, 2011                
 
The regular meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on April 11, 
2011 at 7:30 P.M. in the Council Chamber with Council President Zilka presiding. 
 
Mr. Zilka led the Council, staff, and public in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Present: Council Members Dan Bucci, Jennifer Fenderbosch, David Kos, Larry Meiners, 
Martin O’Donnell, Timothy Rush,  Gregory Zilka, Mayor Zuber, Law Director William 
Kerner, Engineering Department Manager Joseph Reitz, Finance Director Nancy Bryan, 
Clerk of Council Barbara Dopp. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the March 28, 2011 Council Meeting were approved as prepared and 
published. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Zuber made the following announcements. 
 
The Mayor delivered the State of the City address at the Kiwanis Club dinner held 
March 31, 2011. 
 
On April 3, 2011, the Mayor attended the first annual “Child Safe Day and Fair” 
sponsored by the Avon Lake Rotary Club. 
 
Gary Gerrone’s appointment to the position of Avon Lake Recreation Director was 
effective April 4, 2011. 
 
The Mayor and Engineering Department Manager Reitz evaluated Avon Lake streets 
which may be added to the 2011 Concrete Street Program. The bid for the project was 
below the estimated cost leaving excess funds in the budget for additional streets. 
 
Mr. Rush referred to a newspaper article which reported that $600,000 was spent last 
year for a one-time street repair.  Mayor Zuber stated that $585,000 was spent on the 
paving of Jaycox Road.  Mr. Reitz stated that the $600,000 included storm drainage 
work related to the Jaycox Road sewer project. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
The next Collective Committee meeting is scheduled for April 18th.   A rescheduled 
Council Meeting will follow the Collective Committee Meeting.  In observance of Easter 
Monday, no Council meeting will be held on April 25th. 
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Elected officials are required to file financial disclosure statements with the Ohio Ethics 
Commission by April 15th. 
 
The Lorain County Sheriff’s Office is conducting a prescription turn in program 
throughout Lorain County.  This is an opportunity for residents to dispose of any 
medications that are no longer needed. Residents can drop unwanted medications off at 
the Avon Lake Police Department on April 30th from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.  All labels 
should be removed.   
 
The Public Utilities Committee will study options for a new or expanded post office in 
Avon Lake. 
 
The final figures of the 2010 census have been released.  According to Section 3 of the 
Avon Lake Charter, Council shall review ward division and redivision within 90 days 
after the first day of July of the year following the decennial census year to determine if 
a redivision is necessary.  Any ward redistricting would go into effect July 1, 2012 and 
would not affect the 2011 November election.  Since ward elections are held every four 
years, any change in ward districts would not have an impact until 2015. 
 
The Memorial Day parade will take place on May 30th beginning at 10:00 A.M. 
 
AT&T is interested in constructing a telecommunications tower at Walker Road Park.  
The Avon Lake/Bay Village Walker Road Park Ad Hoc Committee is scheduled to meet 
April 20, 2011 at Bay Village City Hall to discuss the proposal. 
 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
The Engineering Department Update was distributed.  
 
Engineering Department Reitz gave the following update on the Inwood/Bellaire Sewer 
Project.  The Utilities Department will advertise for bids within the next two weeks.  
Construction should begin at the end of May with the sewer separation project 
completed by the end of August.  New manholes will be installed and all sanitary sewer 
connections up to the City right-of-way will be replaced.  The sewer portion of the 
project will be followed by the street mill and fill project.  The paving should be 
completed by mid September.  There will not be a gap between the two projects. 
 
LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The Law Department Update was distributed.   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch reported on the Environmental Committee meeting held April 7, 
2011.  The Committee accepted a sunscreen donation from Dermatology Associates of 
Avon valued at $600.   
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The Environmental Committee is scheduled to meet May 5, 2011 at 6:30 P.M. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
A Finance Committee meeting is scheduled for April 18, 2011 at 6:00 P.M. in the 
Council Conference Room. 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Human Resources Committee met on April 4, 2011 to review revisions to three job 
descriptions as approved and recommended by the Board of Municipal Utilities. 
 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Kos stated that he will schedule a Public Utilities Committee meeting to discuss the 
future of the Avon Lake Post Office. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Economic Development Committee is scheduled to meet April 21, 2011 at 6:00 
P.M. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch reported on the following cases reviewed at the April 5, 2011 
Planning Commission Meeting.  A lot split at Towne Center was approved; a site plan at 
Towne Center was approved; a patio and parking lot addition for a Lear Road property 
was approved with conditions; and revisions to landscaping site plans for Redwood, 
Learwood, Erieview, Eastview, and Westview Schools were approved. 
 
MOTIONS 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize the Engineering Department to advertise for bids for 
the Canterbury Road Extension Project.  The final plans are being reviewed by the 
Municipal Utilities Department. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize the Engineering Department to advertise for bids for 
the Avon Belden Road Turn Lane Project at Webber Road.  This project will alleviate  
traffic at the intersection.  
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
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Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize the City of Avon Lake to accept the Western Lake 
Erie Basin Emerald Ash Borer Grant from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources.  
The grant will be used for removal and replacement of infested trees at Weiss Field and 
Sunset Park. The grant amount is $22,481.00. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
LEGISLATION 
 
Third Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9789, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED ORDINANCE 
CHAPTER 296, ENTITLED AUDIT COMMITTEE, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9789. This amendment clarifies 
the responsibilities of the Audit Committee as overseers of the City’s funds.  City 
Council will have the authority to hire an outside financial expert to advise the Audit 
Committee regarding the interpretation and analysis of financial statements provided by 
the administration.  Eight-hundred dollars has been budgeted. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 25-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9793, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED ORDINANCE 
CHAPTER 1490, ENTITLED EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE CODE, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9793. The Zoning 
Administrator recommended amendments to the Exterior Maintenance Code necessary 
to enhance the Code and its enforcement. The recommended changes will eliminate 
confusion in the Code language. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 26-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9796, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 208 OF THE 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES, ENTITLED GENERAL FEE SCHEDULE, was read by title 
only. 
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Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9796. The Parks & 
Recreation Commission and Public Service Committee recommended the following pool 
fee increases for non-residents:  children from $2.00 to $4.00, adults from $3.00 to 
$5.00, and senior citizens from $0 to $2.00. These increases for non-residents are still 
reasonable compared to what surrounding communities charge.  Resident fees are not 
being increased. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 27-2011 adopted. 
 
First Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9800, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR A TRANSFER OF 
FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9800.  The Finance Director 
determined that the following transfer of funds as requested by the Board of Municipal 
Utilities is appropriate; $37,227.42 from the Sewer Fund to the Sewer System 
Construction Fund. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 28-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9801, A RESOLUTION URGING IMMEDIATE ACTION FROM 
THE STATE OF OHIO AND U.S. GOVERNMENT, ITS AGENCIES, AND 
LEGISLATORS TO ELIMINATE THE THREAT OF BIGHEAD AND SILVER CARP 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS ASIAN CARP FROM ENTERING THE GREAT LAKES, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
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Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9801.  There is a call 
for action to shoreline communities to urge President Obama and legislators to close 
the locks in Illinois and construct a permanent dam structure so no organism can cross 
between the Mississippi River and the Great Lakes watersheds.  This is a regional 
problem that has been going on for 30 years and DNA has been found in Lake Erie. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 29-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9802, AN ORDINANCE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE 
2011 CONCRETE STREET REPAIR PROGRAM, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9802.  Terminal Ready Mix 
submitted the low bid of $473,770.00; eleven bids were received.  Since the bid is below 
the budgeted amount, additional streets will be added to the program. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 30-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9803, AN ORDINANCE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE 
2011 BLESER PARK TENNIS COURT REPAIR PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9803.  Vasco Asphalt 
submitted the bid of $40,450.00.  Remaining funds from the pool levy will be used to 
pay for the tennis court project. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
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Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 31-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9804, AN ORDINANCE AWARDING A PERMIT TO THE 
PETER MILLER HOUSE MUSEUM OF AVON LAKE, OHIO FOR THE USE OF 
MUNICIPAL REAL PROPERTY AS A MUSEUM FOR FIVE YEARS, AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9804.  The current five 
year permit is due to expire and this legislation will renew the permit for an additional 
five years.  The Public Service Committee will review a request by the Peter Miller 
Museum Board of Trustees for a 25 year permit, which may help the Board to obtain 
grants and funding. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 32-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9805, AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A JOB DESCRIPTION 
FOR THE POSITION OF BILLER-BOOKKEEPER I IN THE MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 
DEPARTMENT, ESTABLISHING THE QUALIFICATIONS AND DUTIES FOR SAID 
POSITION, AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 29-91, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
This and the following two revised job descriptions will more accurately reflect the duties 
associated with the positions and were approved and recommended by the Municipal 
Utilities Board.  The Human Resources Committee met with representatives of the 
Utilities Department and approved the revised job descriptions. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9806, AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A JOB DESCRIPTION 
FOR THE POSITION OF CASHIER BOOKKEEPER IN THE MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 
DEPARTMENT, ESTABLISHING THE QUALIFICATIONS AND DUTIES FOR SAID 
POSITION, AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 28-91, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9807, AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A JOB DESCRIPTION 
FOR THE POSITION OF LABORATORY ANALYST IN THE MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 
DEPARTMENT, ESTABLISHING THE QUALIFICATIONS AND DUTIES FOR SAID 
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POSITION, AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 214-95, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9808, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
EXECUTE A PERSONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING SERVICES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, 
was read by title only. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9808.  A contract in the 
amount of $35,958 will be awarded HzW Environmental Consultants for professional 
services to monitor the City landfill according to EPA requirements. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 33-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9809, AN ORDINANCE DETERMINING TO PROCEED WITH 
THE IMPROVEMENT OF CANTERBURY ROAD APPROXIMATELY 1516 FEET BY 
CONSTRUCTION OF STORM AND SANITARY SEWERS, WATER LINES, AND 
CONCRETE PAVEMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9809.  This legislation is 
required by Ohio Revised Code as part of the assessment procedure.  The City will be 
permitted to move forward with the project to permit Canterbury Road to connect to 
Moore Road and will alleviate school bus traffic and aid the response time for safety 
forces. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 34-2011 adopted. 
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Temporary Legislation #9810, A RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING APRIL 16, 2011 AS 
HEALTHY KIDS DAY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9810.  This is a 
national initiative being promoted by the French Creek YMCA.  
 
Yes: Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 35-2011 adopted. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
April is autism awareness month.  This year’s theme is “Light it up Blue”. 
 
The Municipal Utilities Department will be flushing hydrants until August 1, 2011.   
 
This year at the Memorial Day parade, a banner will be displayed honoring friends and 
family members of Avon Lake residents who are serving in combat. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 
Laura Frantz, 32790 Briarwood Court, Avon Lake, addressed Council regarding fence 
regulations for gardens.  Ms. Frantz inquired about the procedures for obtaining 
permission to have a permanent fence around her side yard garden. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch explained that if the Zoning Administrator denies her request, Ms. 
Frantz would have to appear before the Zoning Board of Appeals for a variance.  
 
Mr. Reitz explained that if a side yard fence is in excess of three feet, it is in violation of 
the current Planning & Zoning Code. 
 
Chris Quinlan, 73 Community Drive, Avon Lake, inquired about plans for the 
announcer’s stand at Bleser Park, and also the Memorial Day Parade. 
 
Mayor Zuber stated that the administration is discussing the possible demolition of the 
announcer’s stand. 
 
The Memorial Day parade will begin at the north parking lot at the Avon Lake High 
School. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for adjournment. 
 
Yes:  Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment: 8:30 P.M.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:            Attest:        
                    Council President         Clerk of Council 
 
 
 


