
 

 

         MINUTES OF THE RESCHEDULED MEETING 
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

HELD DECEMBER 20, 2010 
 
The rescheduled meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on 
December 20, 2010 at 8:20 P.M. following the Collective Committee Meeting in the 
Council Chamber with Council President Zilka presiding. 
 
Mr. Zilka led the Council, staff, and public in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Present: Council Members Jennifer Fenderbosch, David Kos, Larry Meiners, Martin 
O’Donnell,  Gregory Zilka, Mayor Zuber, Law Director William Kerner, Engineering 
Department Manager Joseph Reitz, Finance Director Nancy Bryan, Clerk of Council 
Barbara Dopp. 
 
Absent: Mr. Bucci, Mr. Rush 
 
There being no objections, Mr. Bucci and Mr. Rush were excused from attendance at 
the meeting. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Jason Hamman submitted his letter of resignation from the Environmental Affairs 
Advisory Board. 
 
Bernie Baka submitted his letter of interest and resume for appointment to the Avon  
Lake Historic Preservation Commission. 
 
Robert James submitted his letter of interest and resume for appointment to the 
Environmental Affairs Advisory Board. 
 
A letter was received announcing a merger between Mirant Corporation and Reliant 
Energy effective December 3, 2010. Reliant has been renamed to GenOn Energy, Inc. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Zuber made the following announcements. 
 
The Mayor and Finance Director have been working on the 2011 budget.   
 
The final payment on income tax collections was received; payments are down 3.2%, 
which is approximately $259,000. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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Tonight’s meeting is the last Council meeting of the year.  The next Collective 
Committee meeting is scheduled for January 3, 2011.  The next regular Council meeting 
is scheduled for January 10th. 
 
The motion to authorize the extension of the current agreement for Technical Rescue 
Response will be removed from the agenda. 
 
A Resolution will be added to the agenda authorizing the Mayor to extend the current 
agreement for Technical Rescue Response with Lorain County. 
 
An ordinance allowing for transfers, appropriations and adjustments to estimated 
revenues will be added to the agenda. 
 
Budget meetings are scheduled for Saturday, January 8, 2011 at 8:00 A.M. and 
Monday, January 31, 2011 at 6:00 P.M. 

 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
The Engineering Department Update was distributed.   
 
LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The Law Department Update was distributed.   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Environmental Committee is scheduled to meet on January 6, 2011.   
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Zilka reported on the following items discussed at the Finance Committee meeeting 
on December 13, 2010: pool invoices and profit and loss statements; a baseball travel 
team tournament proposal; bidding procedures and contract administrator; ordinance 
procedures for expenditures; audit committee composition and duties; budget 
adjustments; trash fee increases; and a budget for the Historic Preservation 
Commission. 
 
The Finance Committee met on December 20, 2010 and discussed the following items: 
the October and November financial statements; budget adjustments; outside legal 
counsel for Clear Wireless litigation; bidding procedures; and trash fee increases to be 
assumed by residents. 
 
SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT 
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Mrs. Fenderbosch reported on the following items discussed at the December 16, 2010 
Safety Committee meeting: extension of the current HazMat contract; the canine unit 
replacement dog; and the deer population. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch announced a Public Hearing will be held on January 24, 2011 at 7:30 
P.M. in the Council Chamber on the proposed amendment to Planning & Zoning Code 
Section 1252.04(f) regarding fences in project boundary setbacks in Planned Unit 
Developments. 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REPORT 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals met on November 24, 2010. One area variance for 
property located at 401 Nantucket Drive was denied for construction of a shed. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS ADVISORY BOARD (EAAB) REPORT 
 
The Environmental Issues Series will resume on January 12, 2011 at the Avon Lake 
Public Library; the topic is “Aquatic Invasive Species in Avon Lake.” 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 

William Sherman, Jr. of Premium Computer Systems, 4035 Colorado Avenue, Sheffield 
Village, addressed Council regarding the purchase of a new phone system.  Mr. 
Sherman pointed out that the bid advertisement was for a fiber optic system, which 
eliminated other types of technologies. 
 

James Renaldi, 32130 Deerfield Drive, Avon Lake, addressed Council regarding the 
potential savings with a Y-max system over a fiber optic system. 
 
MOTIONS 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved to remove from the agenda the motion to authorize an 
extension of the current Technical Rescue Response Agreement until such time as the 
new contract is ratified by Lorain County.   
 
According to the terms of the Agreement, a resolution to extend the agreement rather 
than a motion is required. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
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Mrs. Fenderbosch moved to accept the resignation of Jason Hamman from the 
Environmental Affairs Advisory Board.   
 
Mr. Hamman has accepted a position on Planning Commission. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved to appoint Jason Hamman to Planning Commission effective 
January 1, 2011 for a term expiring December 31, 2011. 
 
Mr. Hamman will serve out the remainder of the term of Mr. McNamara who resigned 
due to work related obligations. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Kos moved to accept the resignation of Gerry Paine from the Avon Lake Historic 
Preservation Commission. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Kos moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Bernie Baka to the Avon Lake 
Historic Preservation Commission effective January 1, 2011 for a term expiring 
December 31, 2012. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Kos moved to confirm the Mayor’s reappointment of John Shondel to the Avon Lake 
Historic Preservation Commission effective January 1, 2011 for a term expiring 
December 31, 2012. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
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Mr. Kos moved to reappoint John Earley to the Avon Lake Historic Preservation 
Commission effective January 1, 2011 for a term expiring December 31, 2012. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved to confirm the Mayor’s reappointment of Stacy Jantz and Elana 
West to the Parks & Recreation Commission effective January 1, 2011 for terms 
expiring December 31, 2013. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved to confirm the Mayor’s reappointment of Jean Sekulic to the Tree 
Commission effective January 1, 2011 for a term expiring December 31, 2013. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved that the Mayor and Law Director be authorized to execute the 
Settlement Agreement and any other document or pleading that may be necessary or 
appropriate to dismiss with prejudice the appellate case of the City of Elyria v. Chris 
Korleski, Director of the Ohio EPA, the City of Avon Lake, the Avon Lake Municipal 
Utilities, and the LORCO Rural Wastewater District being Case No. 476379 on the 
docket of the Environmental Review Appeals Commission for the State of Ohio. 
 
The case was originally brought to annul the permits by the Ohio EPA for the LORCO 
project which is approximately 30-40 miles long.  When implemented, this Settlement 
Agreement will end all litigation associated with the LORCO project. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
LEGISLATION 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved to add Temporary Legislation #9770, AUTHORIZING THE 
MAYOR TO EXTEND THE CURRENT AGREEMENT FOR TECHNICAL RESCUE 
RESPONSE WITH LORAIN COUNTY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
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This resolution is required per the agreement. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved to add Temporary Legislation #9771, ALLOWING FOR TRANSFERS, 
APPROPRIATIONS, AND ADJUSTMENTS TO ESTIMATED REVENUES, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
This ordinance is necessary for end of the year reconciliations with all accounts. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Second Reading: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9762, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF 
A FIBER OPTIC BASED TELEPHONE SYSTEM FOR AVON LAKE CITY BUILDINGS, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9762. A fiber optic based 
telephone system will be purchased from ClarkTel/Tele-Communications which 
submitted a joint bid with WOW! Business Solutions. The purchase includes the 
furnishing and installation of a complete fiber optic based system consisting of an NEC 
digital phone system and IP terminals to include hardware, training, and warranties.  
The total amount shall not exceed $85,464.50. 
 
In answer to Mrs. Fenderbosch, Mr. Herrick, IT Manager, confirmed that the City’s 
computers do not have 1GB cards. What the City is looking for in the fiber optic system 
is increased band width. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
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Ordinance No. 126-2010 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9763, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
ENTER INTO A FIVE YEAR AGREEMENT WITH WOW! BUSINESS SOLUTIONS TO 
PROVIDE DIAL TONE, INTERNET, AND METRO ETHERNET SERVICES TO 
ACCOMPANY A FIBER OPTIC BASED TELEPHONE SYSTEM, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9763.  WOW! Business 
Solutions submitted a joint bid to provide dial tone, internet, and metro Ethernet services 
to accompany a fiber optic based telephone system provided by ClarkTel/Tele-
Communications.  The City will be billed monthly at a rate of $0.03 per minute for long 
distance, $1425.00 per month for metro Ethernet, and $700.00 per month for high 
speed internet services.  The new phone system will save the City $125,000 over a five 
year period. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 127-2010 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9768, A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT AND DECLARE A 
TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2011, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, 
was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9768.  Approval of a temporary 
budget is part of the annual budgetary process to allow for the expenditure of funds until 
the end of March when the permanent budget is adopted as required by State law. Each 
line item is approximately 35% of the projected permanent budget.  
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
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No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 128-2010 adopted. 
 
First Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9769, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1252.04 (f) OF 
THE PLANNING & ZONING CODE, ENTITLED DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, was 
read by title only. 
 
This amendment deals with fences installed in rear yards and will permit fences 
constructed of wrought iron, aluminum, and PVC vinyl of 48 inches or less in height with 
at least 50% of the vertical surface areas open as viewed at right angles.  A Public 
Hearing is scheduled for January 24, 2011. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9770, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
EXTEND THE CURRENT AGREEMENT FOR TECHNICAL RESCUE RESPONSE 
WITH LORAIN COUNTY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9770.  The City of 
Avon Lake wishes to extend the current contract for technical rescue response until 
such time as the new contract is negotiated and ratified by the program participants. 
The Resolution must be submitted to the County by December 31, 2010. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 129-2010 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9771, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR ADDITIONAL 
APPROPRIATIONS, ADVANCES, AND ADJUSTMENTS IN ESTIMATED REVENUES, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
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Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9771.  It is necessary to 
approve certain budgetary adjustments by the end of the year for the books to be in 
order. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 130-2010 adopted. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The Marine Corps “Toys for Tots” drive at City Hall and the Fire Department was very 
successful.  Donations will be accepted until December 22nd. 
 
The Environmental Affairs Advisory Board is conducting a logo contest with all Avon 
Lake schools. The theme is “A Green City on a Blue Lake”. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 
Jean Sekulic, 68 North Point Drive, Avon Lake, expressed her appreciation for being 
reappointed to the Tree Commission. 
 
Chris Quinlan, 73 Community Drive, Avon Lake, expressed his wishes for a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 
Ted Chagiris, 85 North Akens Road, expressed his gratitude for approval of the new 
phone system. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for adjournment. 
 
Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Absent: Bucci, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment: 9:16 P.M. 
 

 
Approved:            Attest:        
                    Council President         Clerk of Council 
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