
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

HELD FEBRUARY 23, 2009

The Regular Meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on 
February 23, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. in Council Chambers with Council President Zilka
presiding.

Mr. Rush led the Council, staff, and public in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present  were: Council Members Jennifer Fenderbosch, David Kos, Larry Meiners, 
Martin O’Donnell, Timothy Rush, Michael Stanek, Gregory Zilka, Mayor Zuber, Law 
Director William Kerner, Finance Director Tom DiLellio, Engineering Department 
Manager Joseph Reitz, Clerk of Council Barbara Dopp.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the February 9, 2009 Regular Council Meeting were approved as 
amended.

PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing was called to order at 7:32 P.M.  A renewal application for 
placement of farmland in an agricultural district was submitted for Holly Hill Farm 
located at 31770 Krebs Road.  The Law Director asked the applicant for clarification 
regarding agricultural production.  Mrs. Anzenberger, the applicant, provided 
additional information to Section D of the application. The Law Director was satisfied 
with the amended application.

Mrs. Anzenberger stated that she is the legal guardian of Grace Fettinger the owner 
of the property located at 31770 Krebs Road.

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:35 P.M.

CORRESPONDENCE

Time Warner announced the addition of HD channels beginning March 2009.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Zuber made the following announcements:

A public information meeting was held on February 11, 2009 for residents included 
in the automated trash pick-up pilot program.  Informational letters will be sent to 
residents included in the pilot program.  The program will begin on March 16th, and 
carts will be delivered during the week of March 9th.  
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A public information meeting was held on March 12, 2009 regarding the aquatic 
center design.

Ben Hemstreet and Cole Musial obtained the rank of Eagle Scout.

Sgt. Bennett celebrated his 30th anniversary with the Avon Lake Police Department.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Council President Zilka made the following announcements:

The next Collective Committee Meeting is scheduled for March 2, 2009.  The next 
Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for March 9, 2009.

An Executive Session will follow this meeting to discuss collective bargaining issues.  
No Council action will be taken at the Executive Session.  Council will return to an 
open Council meeting to adjourn.

The proposed Charter amendments and the Paramedic Levy were filed with the 
Board of Elections on February 17th, and will be placed on the May ballot.

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT REPORT

The Engineering Department Update was distributed.  The Engineering Department 
advertised for bids for the paving project on Walker Road between Avon Belden 
Road and Lear Road.

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT

The Law Department Update was distributed.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT

Mrs. Fenderbosch, Chair of the Environmental Committee, made the following 
comments.

The Environmental Committee met on February 23, 2009 and reviewed 
recommendations from the Environmental Affairs Advisory Board  (EAAB) regarding 
the Air Pollution Ordinance, and the appointment of an industrial member to the 
EAAB.  

The Environmental Issues series will continue at the Avon Lake Public Library on 
February 25, 2009; the topic is “Adopt a Waterway”.

HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT
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Mr. Meiners, Chair of the Human Resources Committee, reported on the following 
items discussed at the February 23, 2009 Human Resources Committee Meeting: 
step increases for two Service Department employees; a wage increase for the 
Recreation Program Coordinator; amendments to the sick leave policy for part-time 
and seasonal employees; and collective bargaining negotiations.  Mr. Wintermyer, 
Human Resources Director, recommended the firm KKSG to handle Workers’ 
Compensation claims.  

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. O’Donnell, Chair of the Public Service Committee, announced a Public Service 
Committee meeting is scheduled for March 2, 2009 at 6:15 P.M. to discuss property 
maintenance ordinances, the Certified Local Government Program, and the 2009 
Street Program.

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Kos, Chair of the Public Utilities Committee, announced a Public Utilities 
Committee meeting is scheduled for February 27, 2009 at 12:00 P.M. in the Council 
Chamber with a representative from First Energy.  The meeting will be broadcast on 
ALCTV Channel 12 during the week of March 2nd.  

SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Rush, Chair of the Safety Committee, reported on the following items discussed 
at the February 19, 2009 Safety Committee Meeting: billing for ambulance service; 
review of the Preuer report; and possible projects for the stimulus program.

SEWER COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Zilka, Sewer Committee Chair, announced the Sewer Committee meeting 
scheduled for February 24, 2009 was cancelled.  The next meeting is scheduled for 
March 17, 2009 at 4:30 P.M. at the Municipal Utilities Building.

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT

Mr. O’Donnell reported on the Recreation Department programs and activities.

CABLE ADVISORY COMMISSION

Mr. Kos reported on the following topics discussed at the Cable Advisory
Commission meeting held February 19, 2009: the cable studio’s 2009 budget; the
cable franchise agreement; income generating ideas; and the election of a 
commission chairperson.  The next meeting of the Cable Advisory Commission is 
scheduled for March 19, 2009 at 7:15 P.M.
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ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS ADVISORY BOARD REPORT

Mrs. Fenderbosch reported on the following items discussed at the February 4, 2009 
Environmental Affairs Advisory Board Meeting: employment layoffs at area 
industries; and new employment opportunities at Applied Specialties.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY BOARD

The next meeting of the Economic Development Advisory Board is scheduled for 
March 5, 2009 at 5:30 P.M.

MOTIONS

Mr. O’Donnell moved to remove the motion from the agenda authorizing a donation 
to Handi-Camp in the amount of $1,800.  Before approving the donation, Mr. 
O’Donnell stated that he would like to obtain more information regarding the 
continuance of the program.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. Meiners moved to add a motion to the agenda accepting the resignation of 
Richard Link.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. Stanek moved to authorize the Mayor to sign an agreement with Costin & 
Company for the GAAP conversion.  Each year it is necessary to convert the City’s 
governmental books to GAAP format.  Costin & Company has performed this service 
in the past.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize the Mayor to sign an agreement with Mad Bomber 
for a fireworks display.  The fireworks display will take place on July 4th at Miller 
Road Park. The cost is $14,500.00.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: Zilka
Motion carried.
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Mrs. Fenderbosch moved to appoint Ford Motor Company as an industrial member 
to the Environmental Affairs Advisory Board (EAAB).  This appointment was a 
recommendation of the EAAB and the Environmental Committee.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. Rush moved to authorize the Clerk of Council to return the form to the Division of 
Liquor Control indicating that the City does not request a hearing for a new liquor 
license.  The new liquor license is for Tai Chee Kung Inc, dba Mark Pi’s Chinese 
Restaurant, located at 32730 Walker Road.  

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize the Mayor to sign an equipment storage lease 
with the Avon Lake Youth Baseball Federation.  The Baseball Federation currently
stores equipment in the basement of City Hall.  To improve distribution of the 
equipment, the City has agreed to lease a portion of the Bleser Park garage to the 
Baseball Federation for storage of equipment.  The lease will be for one year at a 
cost of $1.00.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to accept a donation in the amount of $3720 for 
Park-4-Paws.  A resident made the donation for a fountain at the dog park.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize a donation in the amount of $17,198 to the Avon 
Lake Soccer Organization.  The Parks and Recreation Commission recommended 
this and the following donations which are the same amounts as last year’s 
donations.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize a donation in the amount of $20,637 to the Avon 
Lake Youth Baseball Federation.
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Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize a donation in the amount of $5,828 to the Avon 
Lake Swim Team.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize a donation in the amount of $1,028 to the Avon 
Lake Women’s Chorus.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. Meiners moved to accept the resignation of Richard Link effective February 27, 
2009.  Mr. Link is retiring.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

LEGISLATION

Third Readings:

Temporary Legislation #9519, AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE CHANGING 
THE WAGE RATE OF SUZANNE BLISS, FIRE DEPARTMENT 
SECRETARY/DISPATCHER, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by 
title only.

Mr. Meiners moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9519. The Human 
Resources Director recommended establishing a five step wage rate scale for this 
position.  The Step 3 wage rate being recommended for this position is $17.85 per 
hour.  

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 21- 2009 adopted.
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Temporary Legislation #9522, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING WAGE INCREASES 
FOR CERTAIN NON-BARGAINING UNIT EMPLOYEES IN THE UTILITIES 
DEPARTMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

Mr. Meiners moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9522. The Municipal 
Utilities Board approved wage increases for four non-bargaining unit employees 
retroactive to January 1, 2008.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: Kos
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 22-2009.

Second Reading:

Temporary Legislation #9529, A RESOLUTION OF GRATITUDE AND 
APPRECIATION FOR MEMBERS OF THE CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION, 
was read by title only.

Mr. Zilka moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9529. The Charter Review 
Commission has completed its term, and Council wishes to recognize Jason 
Hamman, Tom Kilbane, John Morgan, James Motz, Thomasina Patton, Kathy Rohn, 
Mark Skellenger, Geoffrey Smith, Ray Vorisek, and Mary Beth Wagner for their 
service to the community.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 23-2009 adopted.

First Readings:

Temporary Legislation #9530, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF AVON LAKE, BY REPEALING CHAPTER 1472, 
ENTITLED AIR POLLUTION, was read by title only.

The Environmental Committee of Council and the Environmental Affairs Advisory 
Board voted to recommend the repeal of Codified Ordinance Chapter 1472 since the 
duties outlined in this Chapter fall under the authority of the Ohio EPA. 
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Temporary Legislation #9531, A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE WITH 
MODIFICATIONS THE APPLICATION MADE BY HOLLIE F. ANZENBERGER, 
GUARDIAN OF GRACE EMILY FETTINGER, TO HAVE CERTAIN LAND OWNED 
BY HER DESIGNATED AS BEING LOCATED WITHIN AN AGRICULTURAL 
DISTRICT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

This is a renewal application to approve Holly Hill Farms as being located in an 
agricultural district.

Temporary Legislation #9532, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING RESOLUTION 178-
2008 TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES AND 
OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF AVON LAKE FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2009, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by 
title only.

This ordinance establishes the budget for 2009 and amends the temporary budget 
which was approved on December 28, 2008.  The proposed budget is in excess of 
$1 million short in revenues versus expenditures.  The City has a carryover to cover 
this shortage.  The Finance Committee and the administration will be making further 
adjustments to ensure long term financial stability and to avoid drawing further from 
the City’s reserves.  A large part of the shortage is due to shutdowns at the Ford 
Motor Company facility in Avon Lake. 

Temporary Legislation #9533, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR BUDGETED 
TRANSFERS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was 
read by title only.

This ordinance allows for transfers to be made internally to accommodate the 
budget.

Temporary Legislation #9534, AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING FOR ADVANCES TO 
CERTAIN FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

Advances are moved into funds on a temporary basis in anticipation of receiving 
money from other sources.

Temporary Legislation #9535, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR CHANGES IN 
ESTIMATED RESOURCES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title 
only.

Adjustments in estimated resources are needed to accommodate the final budget.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

In compliance with Section 121.22, Mr. O’Donnell moved to adjourn to Executive 
Session to discuss collective bargaining issues.
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Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Adjournment to Executive Session: 8:28 P.M.

The open Council Meeting reconvened at 10:15 P.M.

Present: Mrs. Fenderbosch, Mr. Kos, Mr. Meiners, Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Rush, Mr. 
Stanek, Mr. Zilka.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to adjourn.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Adjournment: 10:15 P.M.

Approved:      Attest:   __  
                  Council President               Clerk of Council


