
 

 

         MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

HELD JANUARY 24, 2011                
 
The regular meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on January 
24, 2011 at 9:34 P.M. following the Collective Committee Meeting in the Council 
Chamber with Council President Zilka presiding. 
 
Mr. Bucci led the Council, staff, and public in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Present: Council Members Dan Bucci, Jennifer Fenderbosch, David Kos, Larry Meiners, 
Martin O’Donnell, Timothy Rush,  Gregory Zilka, Mayor Zuber, Law Director William 
Kerner, Engineering Department Manager Joseph Reitz, Finance Director Nancy Bryan, 
Clerk of Council Barbara Dopp. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the January 10, 2011 Council Meeting were approved as amended. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
A Public Hearing upon an amendment to Planning & Zoning Code Section 1252.04(f) 
was called to order at 9:36 P.M. 
 
The proposed amendment would permit the location of fences within project boundary 
setbacks in Planned Unit Developments.  Fences that will be accepted in rear yards 
include those made of wrought iron, aluminum, wood, or PVC vinyl of 48 inches or less 
in height with at least 50% of the vertical surface areas open as viewed at right angles.  
In Planned Unit Developments, different types of development exist.  In some areas 
wrought iron, for example, will be more acceptable to the architectural construction of 
the property.  The amendment will allow property owners more flexibility. 
 
Mike Hellyar, 573 Wedgewood, Avon Lake, asked that wood composites be included. 
 
Mr. Reitz stated there are no issues with wood composites being installed.  Mrs. 
Fenderbosch pointed out that wood composites would contain PVC vinyl components. 
 
Ron Guenther, 368 Jaycox Road, Avon Lake, asked if the proposed amendment would 
overrule Homeowners Associations’ fence restrictions. 
 
The Law Director stated that Avon Lake ordinances are preeminent.  Homeowners 
would have to abide by the restrictions and rules of the Homeowners Association. 
 
The Public Hearing was closed at 9:40 P.M. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
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Mayor Zuber made the following announcements. 
 
An all-electric homeowners meeting was held on January 11, 2011 regarding electric 
rates.  Discussion regarding natural gas conversion will continue with Columbia Gas. 
 
The Recreation Director position has been advertised in The Press and the Plain 
Dealer. 
 
Joe Lee, the Avon Lake Ford plant manager, has accepted a promotion in Dearborn.   
 
Avon Lake should see increased income tax revenue due to increased production at the 
Ford plant. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
January 31st is the fifth Monday of the month and no Council meeting is scheduled.  A 
budget meeting is scheduled for January 31st beginning at 6:00 P.M. in the Engineering 
Conference Room. 
 
The next Collective Committee Meeting is scheduled for February 7th.  The next Regular 
Council Meeting is scheduled for February 14th. 
 
Council committee reports are due February 1st for the annual Council report.  The 
Council Annual Report is required by the Charter. 
 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
The Engineering Department Update was distributed.   
 
The final plans for the Pin Oak Parkway traffic signal design should be in the 
Engineering Department by the end of January.  Once the final cost estimates are 
received and the budget has been approved, the project can move forward.  The project 
is scheduled to be completed by the beginning of the 2011/2012 school year. 
 
The Webber Road/Route 83 project is a budgetary issue to be discussed by Council.   
 
LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The Law Department Update was distributed.   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Environmental Issues Series will continue on February 9, 2011; the topic is Coastal 
Management of Lake Erie. 
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The Environmental Committee met on January 9, 2011 and discussed solar installation 
on municipal buildings, invasion of Asian carp, and the 2011 Environmental Affairs 
Advisory Board agenda. The Environmental Committee is scheduled to meet February 
3, 2011 at 6:30 P.M. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Zilka reported on the following items discussed at the January 19, 2011 Finance 
Committee meeting: proposal for a contract administrator; the composition of the Audit 
Committee; Canterbury Road improvements; the December financial report; and the 
2010 statement of revenues. 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Bucci reported on the following items discussed at the Human Resources 
Committee held January 18, 2011: Mayor’s salary, vacation, and car allowance; the 
wage classification plan; and creation of a direct telephone line to the HR Director.  
 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Kos reported on the proposal for natural gas alternatives for all-electric homes 
which was discussed at the January 11, 2011 Public Utilities Committee meeting. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 
Council will consider the 3rd reading of the resubdivision plat for Gramercy Place, which 
involves four different sublots and modifications to riparian setbacks related to wetlands.  
The legislation has been held up due to wetlands obligations. The Engineering 
Department received confirmation that the obligations have been met by the developer. 
 
CABLE ADVISORY COMMISSION REPORT 
 
Mr. Kos reported that the Cable Advisory Commission discussed the development of an 
Avon Lake Face Book page at the January 13, 2011 meeting. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission is scheduled to meet January 25, 2011 at 7:00 
P.M. at the Avon Lake Public Library. 
 
MOTIONS 
 
Mr. Rush moved to accept a donation in the amount of $2300 for the purchase of a 
transdermal alcohol monitoring device to be used by the Avon Lake Municipal Court.  
The money for the purchase of the device was donated by an Avon Lake family. 
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Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Rush moved to instruct the Clerk of Council to return the form to the Division of 
Liquor Control in the matter of a new liquor license for Flavor the Town located at 32858 
Walker Road indicating the City does not request a hearing.  The Police Chief reviewed 
the request and determined there is no cause for a hearing. 
 
Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize the Engineering Department to advertise for bids for 
the Miller Road Park boat launch sand dredging.  The sand dredging is done annually to 
prepare the boat launch area for the boating season. 
 
Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Bucci moved to accept the resignation of Alex Nichols, Recreation Director, effective 
March 4, 2011. Ms. Nichols accepted a position with the YMCA. 
 
Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
LEGISLATION 
 
Mr. Bucci moved to add to the agenda Temporary Legislation #9779, approving the 
employment of a part-time police officer. 
 
Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Third Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9617, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING MODIFICATIONS TO 
THE PLATS FOR GRAMERCY PLACE PHASES 1 & 2, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9617.  The modifications to the 
plats are related to wetlands.  The wetlands obligations have been met by the 
developer. 
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Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 2-2011 adopted. 
 
Second Reading: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9769, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1252.04(f) OF 
THE PLANNING & ZONING CODE, ENTITLED DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, was 
read by title only. 
 
A public hearing regarding this amendment was held earlier in the meeting. 
 
First Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9774, AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARY AND 
COMPENSATION FOR THE OFFICE OF MAYOR OF THE CITY OF AVON LAKE, 
AND REPEALING ANY AND ALL ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT HEREWITH, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Bucci moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes:  Bucci, Kos, Rush, Zilka 
No: Fenderbosch, Meiners, O’Donnell 
Motion failed. 
 
Mr. Bucci recommended that the Charter Section regarding the fixing of the Mayor’s 
salary for the four years of the term of the Mayor be examined. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell agreed that the Charter should be examined.  He stated that he received 
several phone calls from residents who object to any salary increases considering the 
current economic climate.  Mr. O’Donnell stated that he had concerns with increasing 
the Mayor’s salary since the Mayor has recommended hiring a Safety Director and an 
Economic Development Advisor which would take responsibility away from the Mayor. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch stated that she also agrees with studying the Charter to bring it up to 
date. 
 
Mr. Meiners agreed that the Charter should be reviewed. 
 
Mr. Bucci moved to table Temporary Legislation #9774. 
 
Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
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Temporary Legislation #9775, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
EXECUTE A PERSONAL SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH HENRY G. REITZ 
ENGINEERING COMPANY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title 
only. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9775.  Reitz Engineering will 
be retained to design the Canterbury Road extension between Waterside Crossings 
North and the existing dead end east of Moore Road.  The cost shall not exceed 
$16,400. 
 
Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 3-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9776, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED ORDINANCE 
SECTION 258.04, ENTITLED POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE, was read by title only.   
 
The Human Resources Director recommended an amendment to Codified Ordinance 
Section 258.04.  Currently it is the responsibility of the Human Resources Committee to 
establish wage classifications.  The amendment would give that responsibility to the 
Mayor or his designee since the designated employees are under the supervision of the 
administration.  The Human Resources Committee voted unanimously to recommend 
the amendment. 
 
Temporary Legislation  #9777, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING RESOLUTION 128-2010 
TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER 
EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF AVON LAKE FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
DECEMBER 31, 2011, AND DECLARING  AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
State Law requires the City to have the budget in place by March 31, 2011.  The City is 
currently operating under a temporary budget.   
 
Temporary Legislation #9778, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DIRECTOR OF 
FINANCE TO DISPOSE OF CERTAIN SURPLUS CITY PROPERTY NO LONGER 
NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE BY INTERNET AUCTION FOR THE PERIOD OF 
FEBRUARY 1, 2011 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2011, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
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Mr. Zilka moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 

 
Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9778.  Internet auction provides 
a large pool of interested buyers.  Last year the City realized approximately $28,000 in 
sales through internet auction. According to the ordinance, the Clerk of Council is 
required to publish each year on two separate occasion the City’s intent to dispose of 
items via internet auction in a newspaper of general circulation. 
 
Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 4-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9779, AN ORDINANCE CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT 
OF A PART-TIME POLICE OFFICER IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Bucci moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Bucci moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9779.  The Police Chief 
recommended the hiring of a part-time Police Officer.  The Police Department has a 
pool of part-time officers to be used when needed for special events, vacations, etc.  
This system helps to reduce over-time costs.  This hiring will not increase the budget, 
but will increase the pool of officers available. All equipment required for this hire will be 
covered under the current budget. 
 
Yes: Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 5- 2011 adopted. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 
Chris Quinlan, 73 Community Drive, Avon Lake, congratulated Ms. Nichols on her new 
job. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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The Economic Development Advisory Board will sponsor a small business seminar on 
March 10, 2011; the topic is “Hiring and Training Employees.” 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for adjournment. 
 
Adjournment: 10:28 P.M. 
 

 
 
 
 

Approved:            Attest:        
                    Council President         Clerk of Council 
 
 
 
 


