
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

HELD MARCH 9, 2009

The Regular Meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on 
March 9, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. in Council Chambers with Council President Zilka
presiding.

Chris Quinlan led the Council, staff, and public in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present  were: Council Members Jennifer Fenderbosch, David Kos, Larry Meiners, 
Martin O’Donnell, Michael Stanek, Gregory Zilka, Mayor Zuber, Law Director William 
Kerner, Finance Director Tom DiLellio, Engineering Department Manager Joseph 
Reitz, Clerk of Council Barbara Dopp.

There being no objections, Mr. Rush was excused from attendance at the meeting.

Mr. Rush arrived at 7:36 P.M.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the February 23, 2009 Regular Council Meeting were approved as 
prepared and published.

CORRESPONDENCE

A letter was received from United Way of Greater Lorain County thanking City 
employees for their contributions. 

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Zuber made the following announcements:

The Mayor and other officials toured two Ford Motor engine plants.  The Mayor has 
been meeting with Ford representatives regarding plans for the Avon Lake facility.

Meetings with PolyOne and Lubrizol have been scheduled.

Budget meetings have been conducted in an attempt to reduce the budget deficit.  

The Mayor met with Mayor Smith of the City of Avon regarding mutual issues.

The cart program for automated trash pick-up will begin the week of March 16th.  
Residents included in the program will receive their trash cans the week of March 
9th.
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Council President Zilka made the following announcements:

The next Collective Committee meeting is scheduled for March 16. The next Regular 
Council Meeting is scheduled for March 23rd.  A Special Council Meeting is 
scheduled for March 16, 2009 immediately following the Collective Committee 
Meeting.  The purpose of the Special Council Meeting is to consider the collective 
bargaining agreements.

Council committee reports are due by Friday, March 13th.   The Council Annual 
Report is a Charter requirement.

Governor Strickland acknowledged Mr. Zilka’s letter regarding the Federal Stimulus 
Act.  It was recommended that all requests be posted at www.recoveryohio.gov.

Mr. Kos requested that an item regarding the selection of a chairperson for the 
Cable Television Advisory Commission be considered at the Special Council 
Meeting in order for the language to be in place before the next meeting of the 
Commission.

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT REPORT

The Engineering Department Update was distributed.  

The revision to the FEMA maps for the ditch in the Danbury, Rockwood, Legacy
Pointe area has been accepted by FEMA.  This will remove 45 properties from the 
flood plain.

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT

The Law Department Update was distributed.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT

Mrs. Fenderbosch, Chair of the Environmental Committee, made the following 
comments.

The Environmental Issues series will continue at the Avon Lake Public Library on 
March 11, 2009; the topic is “Composting”.

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Stanek, Finance Committee Chair, made the following comments.  The Finance 
Committee has been meeting to address the $1.25 million shortfall in the 2009 
budget; adjustments have been made to reduce the shortfall by approximately 
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$100,000.   Additional revenues from RITA will be coming to the City which will help 
to reduce the shortfall. The City has carry-over funds from previous years to cover 
the shortfall.  

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. O’Donnell, Chair of the Public Service Committee, reported on the following 
topics discussed at the March 2, 2009 Public Service Committee meeting: the 2009 
Concrete Street Repair Program; the Certified Local Government Program; and 
revisions to the Exterior Maintenance Code.

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Kos, Chair of the Public Utilities Committee, reported on the Public Utilities 
Committee meeting held February 27, 2009. Karen Goodson, a representative from  
First Energy, addressed power outages in Avon Lake.  Mr. Kos also reported on the 
following items discussed at the March 9, 2009 Public Utilities Committee meeting: 
language defining the selection and term of a chairperson for the Cable Television 
Advisory Commission; and the cable television franchise.

SEWER COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Zilka, Sewer Committee Chair, announced the Sewer Committee is scheduled to 
meet on March 17, 2009 at 4:30 P.M. at the Municipal Utilities Building.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT

Mr. Zilka reported on the results of the March 3, 2009 Planning Commission 
Meeting.

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT

Mr. O’Donnell reported on Recreation Department programs and activities.

CABLE ADVISORY COMMISSION

Letters were delivered to Representative Betty Sutton and Senator Sherrod Brown
regarding the benefits and preservation of the Public Education and Government 
(PEG) Channels.

The next meeting of the Cable Advisory Commission is scheduled for March 19, 
2009 at 7:15 P.M. at the cable studio at the Avon Lake Public Library.

MOTIONS
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Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize the City to advertise for bids for the Miller Road 
Park courtesy dock.  This item was reviewed and approved by the Public Service 
Committee.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek,
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize the City to advertise for bids for the 2009 
Concrete Street Repair Program.  Mr. O’Donnell commented on the need for 
additional funds for this program due to the poor condition of many concrete streets.  
The Service Director will assess the necessary street repairs to determine if the 
Service Department can perform some of the work.  

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek,
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize the City to return unused grant money in the 
amount of $239.98 to Lorain County Solid Waste Management District.  Lorain 
County Solid Waste Management District requires any unused funds to be returned 
to them before 2009 grant money will be issued.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek,
No: None
Motion carried.

LEGISLATION

Second Readings:

Temporary Legislation #9530, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF AVON LAKE BY REPEALING CHAPTER 1472, 
ENTITLED AIR POLLUTION, was read by title only.

The Environmental Committee of Council and the Environmental Affairs Advisory 
Board voted to recommend the repeal of Codified Ordinance Chapter 1472 since the 
duties outlined in this Chapter fall under the authority of the Ohio EPA. 

Temporary Legislation #9531, A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE WITH 
MODIFICATIONS THE APPLICATION MADE BY HOLLIE F. ANZENBERGER, 
GUARDIAN OF GRACE EMILY FETTINGER, TO HAVE CERTAIN LAND OWNED 
BY HER DESIGNATED AS BEING LOCATED WITHIN AN AGRICULTURAL 
DISTRICT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings.



March 9, 2009 Council Meeting Minutes

5

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek,
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9531. This is a renewal 
application to approve Holly Hill Farms as an agricultural district.  This request has 
been reviewed by the Public Service Committee and the Law Director.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek,
No: None
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 24-2009 adopted.

Temporary Legislation #9532R, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING RESOLUTION 178-
2008 TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES AND 
OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF AVON LAKE FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2009, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by 
title only.

This ordinance establishes the budget for 2009 and amends the temporary budget 
which was approved on December 28, 2008.  The budget will be reviewed again in 
June for possible adjustments.

Temporary Legislation #9533R, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR BUDGETED 
TRANSFERS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was 
read by title only.

This ordinance allows for transfers to be made internally to accommodate 
expenditures.

Temporary Legislation #9534R, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR ADVANCES 
TO CERTAIN FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

This Ordinance allows for advances to be made into accounts for expenditures in
anticipation of that money being replenished from other sources in the future.

Temporary Legislation #9535R, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR CHANGES IN 
ESTIMATED RESOURCES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title 
only.

Adjustments in estimated resources are needed to accommodate the final budget.

First Readings:

Temporary Legislation #9536, AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE, CHANGING 
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THE WAGE RATE OF LISA GOODWIN, RECREATION PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

This 2% wage increase was recommended by the Recreation Director and was 
approved by the Human Resources Committee.  The new rate is $13.77/hr.

Temporary Legislation #9537, AN ORDINANCE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR 
THE MILLER ROAD PARK SAND DREDGING PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek,
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9537.  Sand dredging
is performed annually at the boat launch.  The contract was awarded to South Shore 
Equipment of Avon, Ohio in the amount of $37,750.00.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek,
No: None
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 25-2009 adopted.

Temporary Legislation #9538, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A REVISION TO THE 
PRELIMINARY PLAN FOR GRAMERCY PLACE, PHASE 3.

This item was approved by Planning Commission.  The revision includes changes to 
the requirements for front and rear yard setbacks and minimum lot width. 

Temporary Legislation #9539, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE USE OF 
SUBMERGED LANDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

A property owner at 33790 Lake Road requested permission to repair an existing 
seawall.  This Resolution is required by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

In compliance with Section 121.22, Mr. O’Donnell moved to adjourn to Executive 
Session to review negotiations regarding public employees’ compensation or other 
terms and conditions of their employment.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek,
No: None
Motion carried.
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Adjournment to Executive Session: 8:20 P.M.

The open Council Meeting reconvened at 8:47 P.M.

Present: Mrs. Fenderbosch, Mr. Kos, Mr. Meiners, Mr. O’Donnell, Mr. Rush, Mr. 
Stanek, Mr. Zilka, Mayor Zuber, Law Director Kerner.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to adjourn.

Yes: Rush, Stanek, Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell
No: None
Motion carried.

Adjournment: 8:48 P.M.

Approved:      Attest:   __  
                  Council President               Clerk of Council


