
 

 

         MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

HELD MARCH 14, 2011                
 
The regular meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on March 
14, 2011 at 7:30 P.M. in the Council Chamber with Council President Zilka presiding. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell led the Council, staff, and public in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Present: Council Members Dan Bucci, Jennifer Fenderbosch, David Kos, Martin 
O’Donnell, Timothy Rush,  Gregory Zilka, Mayor Zuber, Law Director William Kerner, 
Engineering Department Manager Joseph Reitz, Finance Director Nancy Bryan, Clerk 
of Council Barbara Dopp. 
 
Mr. Meiners arrived at 7:32. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the February 28, 2011 Council Meeting were approved as prepared and 
published. 
 
RESOLUTION OF GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION 
 
Temporary Legislation #9788, A RESOLUTION OF GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION 
FOR JOHN KNIEPPER, was read in its entirety. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9788.  Mr. Kniepper has served 
as the Chief Utilities Executive for 42 years and has been a member of many 
professional and civic organizations. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried 
Resolution No. 14-2011 adopted. 
 
Mayor Zuber presented Mr. Kniepper with a Certificate of Recognition. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Zuber made the following announcements. 
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On March 5, 2011, Mayor Zuber attended the retirement party for Mr. Kniepper. 
 
On March 9, 2011, Mayor Zuber attended the West Shore Mayors Meeting regarding 
the fire consolidation study with ESCI.  The Mayor will continue to work on this project 
with Mayors of surrounding communities. 
 
On March 11, 2011, the Mayor attended a meeting at the Ford plant with the new plant 
manager, a UAW representative, Mayor Hunter of Sheffield Village, State 
Representative Lundy, State Senator Manning, and representatives of Team Lorain and 
the Lorain Chamber of Commerce.   
 
The Mayor congratulated the winners of the Reflections Art Fair. 
 
The Mayor will be in Columbus from March 22nd through March 25th attending the Ohio 
Basic Economic Development Course. 
 
March income tax collections are $422,000 ahead of last year’s collections. 
 
Lubrizol was purchased by Berkshire Hathaway. The plant manager informed the Mayor 
there will be no changes at the Avon Lake plant. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
The next Collective Committee meeting is scheduled for March 21, 2011.  The next 
Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for March 28, 2011. 
 
Elected officials are required to file their financial disclosure statements with the Ohio 
Ethics Commission by April 15, 2011. 
 
Funds for the Walker Road/Moore Road Project were included in House Bill 114, which 
was passed; the project will proceed. 
 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
The Engineering Department Update was distributed.   
 
The Moore Road/Walker Road Intersection Project is scheduled to begin on April 4th.  
From April 4th through July 4th, the intersection will have limited traffic.  At some point 
during construction, the intersection will be closed. 
 
WOW is currently working in the Westwinds, Ventana’s Circle, and Redwood Boulevard. 
Any problems should be directed to the Engineering Department. 
 
Plans have been finalized for the Pin Oak Parkway/SR 83 Traffic Light Project, and 
money has been budgeted.  The project should be advertised for bids in two weeks. 
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LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The Law Department Update was distributed.   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch reported that the Environmental Committee met and discussed the 
melanoma prevention program for 2011. 
  
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Zilka reported on the following items discussed at the March 7, 2011 Finance 
Committee meeting: the sale of City property via internet auction; e-checks for City 
vehicles; amending the Audit Committee ordinance; waiver of Planning Commission 
fees for the Community Garden Project; bond costs related to the Canterbury Project; 
and the 2011 budget. 
 
The Finance Committee is scheduled to meet March 21, 2011 at 6:00 P.M. 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Bucci reported on the hiring of a Recreation Director which was discussed at the 
March 8, 2011 Human Resources Committee Meeting.  The Committee voted to 
forward the recommendation of appointing Gary Gerrone as Recreation Director to 
Council for confirmation. 
 
Mr. Rush stated that he will support the hiring of Mr. Gerrone as the Recreation 
Director, but has concerns with the hiring process and, therefore, will not support 
suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Mr. Meiners agreed with Mr. Rush and stated that he will not support suspension of the 
rule requiring three readings. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. O’Donnell reported on the following items discussed at the March 2, 2011 Public 
Service Committee Meeting:  revisions to the Exterior Maintenance Code; maintenance 
of baseball fields on weekends; a bridge from Bleser Park to the Old Firehouse 
Community Center; and the purchase of items for the pool.   
 
SEWER COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Sewer Committee is scheduled to meet March 24, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. to discuss the 
recent flooding of homes in Avon Lake. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
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Mr. Bucci reported on the Economic Development Committee meeting held March 8, 
2011.  Representatives from Cleveland State University presented information about 
their programs which provide economic development strategies developed by CSU 
graduate students.  They also provide grant writing. 
 
PARKS & RECREATION REPORT 
 
Mr. O’Donnell reported on Recreation Department programs. 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REPORT 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals met on January 25, 2011.  A variance for construction of 
an addition at 747 Jaycox Road was approved. 
 
AVON LAKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT 
 
Nominations for Project of the Year and Citizen of the Year awards are due March 17, 
2011. 
 
CABLE ADVISORY COMMISSION REPORT 
 
The Cable Advisory Commission is scheduled to meet on March 24, 2011 at 7:15 P.M. 
The Cable Studio is working with Time Warner to correct poor reception on Channel 96, 
97, and PEG channels. 
 
AVON LAKE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 
The Commission is scheduled to meet on March 22, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. 
 
MOTIONS 
 
Mr. Zilka moved to approve a waiver of Planning Commission fees and authorizing a 
refund to the Community Garden Committee.   
 
The Community Garden Committee requested Planning Commission approval to install 
an eight foot fence.  The Committee requested a waiver of the $175 Planning 
Commission fee to use the money for supplies. The Finance Committee approved the 
refund. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved to advertise for bids for the purchase of PVC pipe and materials 
for the Service Department. 
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The pipe and materials are needed for correction of storm water issues on Krebs Road. 
The project will be done in conjunction with the opening of the Lear Road/I-90 
interchange. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Kos moved to appoint Cynthia Sarady to the Avon Lake Historic Preservation 
Commission for a term expiring December 31, 2012. 
 
Ms. Sarady will fill a vacancy created by the resignation of John Earley.  Mr. Kos 
reviewed Ms. Sarady’s qualifications. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Rush moved to accept a donation in the amount of $2,300 for the purchase of a 
transdermal alcohol monitoring device. 
 
This is an anonymous donation.  The devices are used by the Avon Lake Municipal 
Court. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize a donation to the Avon Lake Swim Team in the 
amount of $5,828. 
 
This is the same amount as last year’s donation.  The Swim Team has approximately 
300 participants.  The organization’s major cost is for coaching staff. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
LEGISLATION 
 
Third Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9777R2, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING RESOLUTION 128-
2010 TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER 
EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF AVON LAKE FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
DECEMBER 31, 2011, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
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Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9777R2.  This is the final 2011 
budget, which is mandated by State law to be passed by March 31st. The general fund 
budget is $14,300,000. The total budget, including the Municipal Utilities Department, is 
$77,000,000.  There is a deficit of $1.2 million.  Mayor Zuber reported that revenues 
from January and February are up over last year’s numbers. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 15-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9780, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 208 OF THE 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES, ENTITLED GENERAL FEE SCHEDULE, AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9780. The Municipal Utilities 
Board approved increases to the sewer rates; fees also were adjusted based on the 
Cleveland Cost Construction Index. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 16-2011 adopted. 
 
Second Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9784, AN ORDINANCE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE 
MOORE ROAD/WALKER ROAD TRAFFIC SIGNAL PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9784.  Buckeye 
Excavating submitted the low bid of $425,414.  Current State funding will not affect this 
project; funding was awarded last year.  The project should be completed by the middle 
of August 2011. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 17-2011 adopted. 
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First Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9789, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED ORDINANCE 
CHAPTER 296, ENTITLED AUDIT COMMITTEE, was read by title only. 
 
This amendment clarifies the responsibilities of the Audit Committee as overseers of the 
City’s funds.  City Council will have the authority to hire an outside financial expert to 
advise the Audit Committee regarding the interpretation and analysis of financial 
statements provided by the administration.  Eight-hundred dollars has been budgeted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9790, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT TO CONDUCT ART CLASSES AT AN EXISTING BUSINESS LOCATED AT 
150 LEAR ROAD, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9790.  Planning 
Commission approved and recommended to Council the conditional use permit for the 
Vintage Gallery.  There will be no changes to the building. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 18-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9791, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
EXTEND THE CURRENT AGREEMENT FOR TECHNICAL RESCUE RESPONSE 
WITH LORAIN COUNTY AND REPEALING RESOLUTION 129-2010, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Rush moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Rush moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9791.  This resolution will 
authorize the extension of the current contract until December 31, 2011, or until such 
time as the parties ratify a new agreement.  The cost is $4,000 for 2011. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
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Motion carried. 
Resolution No. 19-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9792, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1240.06 OF 
THE PLANNING & ZONING CODE, ENTITLED ACCESSORY USE REGULATIONS, 
was read by title only. 
 
The Zoning Administrator and Planning Commission recommended changes to 
Planning & Zoning Code Section 1240.06 regarding fences.  The definition of a fence 
will be added and will include trellises and other structures placed to accomplish fencing 
or division of premises for confinement, screening, partitioning, or decoration.  
Revisions clarify height, setbacks, orientation, required visibility at street intersections, 
nuisances, and temporary fencing.  A Public Hearing is scheduled for April 18, 2011 at 
the second reading of the legislation. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9793, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED ORDINANCE 
CHAPTER 1490, ENTITLED EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE CODE, was read by title only. 
 
The Zoning Administrator recommended amendments to the Exterior Maintenance 
Code necessary to enhance the Code and its enforcement. The recommended changes 
will eliminate confusion in the Code language. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9794, CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT BY THE MAYOR 
OF GARY GERRONE TO THE POSITION OF RECREATION DIRECTOR, 
ESTABLISHING WAGES AND COMPENSATION FOR SAID POSITION, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Bucci moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes:  O’Donnell, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: Meiners, Rush 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Bucci moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9794.  This confirmation was 
approved by the Human Resources Committee.  Over 100 applications were received.  
Mr. Bucci reviewed Mr. Gerrone’s qualifications. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance 20-2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9795, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE DEFENSE OF 
THE CITY OF AVON LAKE IN AN ACTION FILED BY AMERICAN INSURANCE 
COMPANY VERSUS TRAVELERS INDEMNITY COMPANY ET AL., AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
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Mr. Zilka moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9795.  This is an ongoing case 
which was brought by the bonding company against the general liability insurance 
company relative to the Safety Center.  The City has a case pending in Common Pleas 
Court against Spaulding and a number of entities including the bonding company 
relative to windows at the Safety Center.  The Law Director requested $3000 to 
continue to represent the City. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 21- 2011 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9796, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 208 OF THE 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES, ENTITLED GENERAL FEE SCHEDULE, was read by title 
only. 
 
The Parks & Recreation Commission and Public Service Committee recommended the 
following pool fee increases for non-residents:  children from $2.00 to $4.00, adults from 
$3.00 to $5.00, and senior citizens from $0 to $2.00. These increases for non-residents 
are still reasonable compared to what surrounding communities charge.  Resident fees 
are not being increased. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9797, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A PAYMENT TO THE 
AVON LAKE SOCCER TEAM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title 
only. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9797.  The donation is the 
same as last year’s donation.  Approximately 1000 children participate in the program.   
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 22-2011 adopted. 
 



March 14, 2011 Council Meeting Minutes 

10 
 

Temporary Legislation #9798, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A PAYMENT TO THE 
AVON LAKE YOUTH BASEBALL FEDERATION, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9798.  This is the same 
amount as last year’s donation and will be applied toward the debt service for Weiss 
Field.  Approximately 1000 children participate in the program. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 23-2011 adopted. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The Marine Corps Quantico Band will perform at the Avon Lake High School on May 19, 
2011 at 7:00 P.M. 
 
A flag was discovered at the Folger Home, which has 37 stars representing Avon Lake 
residents who served in World War I.  A bronze plague was also discovered bearing the 
names of the 37 men who served.  Restoration of the flag will cost between $4000 and 
$6000.  The Avon Lake Landmark Preservation Society will solicit donations for the 
restoration. 
 
Mr. Kos will continue to visit areas in Ward IV notifying residents of the Canterbury 
Road Project. 
 
Mr. Kos participated in the Junior Achievement Program with Mrs. Ladikos’s second 
grade class at Redwood School. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 
Chris Quinlan, 73 Community Drive, Avon Lake, congratulated Mr. Gerrone on his 
appointment as Recreation Director. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for adjournment. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
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No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment: 9:03 P.M.   
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:            Attest:        
                    Council President         Clerk of Council 
 
 
 


