
 

 

         MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

HELD MARCH 28, 2011                
 
The regular meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on March 
28, 2011 at 7:30 P.M. in the Council Chamber with Council President Zilka presiding. 
 
The Boy Scouts led the Council, staff, and public in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Present: Council Members Dan Bucci, Jennifer Fenderbosch, David Kos, Larry Meiners, 
Martin O’Donnell, Timothy Rush,  Gregory Zilka, Mayor Zuber, Law Director William 
Kerner, Engineering Department Manager Joseph Reitz, Finance Director Nancy Bryan, 
Clerk of Council Barbara Dopp. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the March 14, 2011 Council Meeting were approved as prepared and 
published. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
A letter was read from Mayor Zuber thanking Jan Van Wagner for volunteering to 
manage the Old Firehouse Community Center during the week of March 14th when staff 
was unavailable. 
 
A letter was received from Mr. Kopf of Kopf Construction acknowledging the withdrawal 
of his objection to the Canterbury Road assessments. 
 
Mr. Rush referred to correspondence from John Rich of Tournament Drive regarding his 
request for a new post office in Avon Lake.  Mr. Rush stated that he informed Mr. Rich 
that the City of Avon Lake has no control over the United States Postal Service’s 
decisions regarding the location of post offices.  Mr. Zilka stated that he contacted 
Congresswoman Betty Sutton’s office and spoke to Greg Holcomb about the post office 
situation.  Mr. Holcomb said he would investigate the matter and advise Mr. Rich.  Mr. 
Zilka further stated that when the current contract with the Avon Lake post office 
expires, there will be an opportunity to explore other venues. 
 
Mr. Meiners stated that he is in favor of a new post office and suggested that Senator 
Portman be contacted. 
 
Mr. Kos pointed out that the current location of the post office benefits certain 
businesses on the west side of Avon Lake.  He further stated that the post office is a 
Federal facility that is not only for Avon Lake residents, but also for residents of 
surrounding western communities. 
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Mrs. Fenderbosch stated that four years ago she contacted representatives in 
Washington about establishing a regional post office and was informed that the Postal 
Service was trying to reduce the number of post offices, and possibly merging the Avon 
Lake and Avon post offices. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Zuber made the following announcements. 
 
The North Coast Regional Chamber of Commerce sponsored the Mayors Luncheon on 
March 16, 2011. 
 
On March 22, 2011, Mayor Zuber attended the Ohio Municipal League Mayors 
Luncheon in Columbus. 
 
From March 23rd through March 25th Mayor Zuber attended the Ohio Basic Economic 
Development Course in Columbus. 
 
Mayor Zuber will deliver the State of the City address at the Kiwanis Club meeting on 
March 31st at 6:30 P.M. at the Avon Lake Public Library. 
 
The new phone, internet, and Ethernet systems have been implemented in City 
buildings. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
The next Collective Committee meeting is scheduled for April 4, 2011.  The next 
Regular Council Meeting is scheduled for April 11, 2011. 
 
Elected officials are required to file their financial disclosure statements with the Ohio 
Ethics Commission by April 15, 2011. 
 
The 2010 Council Annual Report is available in the Council Office. 
 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
The Engineering Department Update was distributed.   
 
The Municipal Utilities Department scheduled a public meeting for April 6, 2011 at 6:00 
P.M. at the Avon Lake Public Library to discuss the Dellwood/Inwood/Bellaire Sewer 
Project.  The project is scheduled to begin in June and should be completed by the end 
of August. 
 
On March 29, 2011 bid opening is scheduled for the 2011 Concrete Street Repair 
Program and the Bleser Park Tennis Court Repair Project. 
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Residents who have questions regarding the WOW installation work should contact the 
Engineering Department. 
 
Trees are being cleared in the Woodstock/Belmont area in the right-of-way for the 
Utilities Department, and trees are being cleared on the lots on Belmont to the front 
building line.  The Engineering Department Manager instructed the contractor to stop 
the work until they meet and discuss the amount of trees being removed. 
 
The contract for the Pin Oak Parkway Traffic Light Project should be awarded in the first 
part of May with construction beginning in June.  The project is on schedule for 
completion before the 2011/2012 school year begins. 
 
The Engineering Department will request authority to advertise for bids for the Webber 
Road Turn Lane Project and the Canterbury Sewer Project at the April 11, 2011 Council 
Meeting.  The projects will not affect area traffic. 
 
LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The Law Department Update was distributed.   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch announced that the Environmental Series will continue at the Avon 
Lake Public Library on April 13th at 7:00 P.M.; the topic is “Let’s Talk Trash, Recycling, 
Composting, Yard Waste, and Mulch”. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Zilka reported on the following items discussed at the March 21, 2011 Finance 
Committee meeting: the Canterbury Road Project financing; and the GAAP conversion. 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Bucci reported on the joint meeting between the Human Resources Committee and 
Safety Committee held March 28, 2011.  The Civil Service Commission proposed an 
organizational cultural study by Dr. Cosner for police and fire promotions and employee 
evaluations in preparation for the retirement of the Fire Chief which will take place in 
2011, and the future retirement of the Police Chief.  Mayor Zuber stated that the cost of 
the study will come from the Civil Service budget. 
 
The Human Resources Committee is scheduled to meet April 4, 2011 at 6:15 P.M. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. O’Donnell reported on the following items discussed at the March 23, 2011 joint 
meeting between the Public Service Committee and Safety Committee: renewal of the 
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Peter Miller House Museum lease agreement; the contract for monitoring the closed 
landfill; the emerald ash borer grant for tree replacement; tree lawn maintenance; and 
monument style mailboxes on Lake Road. 
 
SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Rush reported on the following items discussed at the March 23, 2011 joint Safety 
Committee/Public Service Committee meeting: texting while driving; and amendments 
to the Animal Warden ordinance. 
 
SEWER COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Meiners reported on the March 24, 2011 Sewer Committee meeting at which 
basement flooding from February storms was discussed.  Mrs. Fenderbosch suggested 
that storm and flooding alerts be sent to residents via the Code Red system. 
 
Increases to the water impact fee approved by the Board of Utilities will be discussed at 
the next Sewer Committee meeting.  Council is concerned that the increases will have a 
negative impact on economic development. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Avon Lake resident Tom Patton will give a presentation at the April 4, 2011 Work 
Session regarding his proposal for a railroad museum. 
 
AVON LAKE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 
Mr. Kos read a letter from the United States Department of the Interior announcing that 
the Avon Lake Historic Preservation Commission’s application for Certified Local 
Government status was approved.  The declaration of certification gives the City of 
Avon Lake the authority to designate historic landmarks within the City. 
 
CABLE ADVISORY COMMISSION REPORT 
 
Mr. Kos reported on the following items discussed at the March 4, 2011 Cable Advisory 
Commission meeting: operating expenses of the cable studio; cable studio equipment; 
channel 97 on the PEG channel; improved Time Warner reception; and implementation 
of an Avon Lake Face Book page. 
 
WOW cable service is now available to many homes in Avon Lake.  The project should 
be finalized throughout the City by July 31, 2011. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS ADVISORY BOARD (EAAB) REPORT 
 
The next meeting of the EAAB is scheduled for April 6, 2011 at 6:30 P.M. at the Lake 
House. 
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MOTIONS 
 
Mr. Zilka moved to authorize the Mayor to sign an agreement with James G. Zupka, 
C.P.A., Inc. for the GAAP conversion.  The cost is $8000.00.   
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize the Engineering Department to advertise for bids for 
the Avon Belden Road/Pin Oak Parkway Traffic Signal Project.  This project is being 
constructed for safety issues and will alleviate traffic with construction of the new school 
bus garage. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
LEGISLATION 
 
Second Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9789, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED ORDINANCE 
CHAPTER 296, ENTITLED AUDIT COMMITTEE, was read by title only. 
 
This amendment clarifies the responsibilities of the Audit Committee as overseers of the 
City’s funds.  City Council will have the authority to hire an outside financial expert to 
advise the Audit Committee regarding the interpretation and analysis of financial 
statements provided by the administration.  Eight-hundred dollars has been budgeted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9793, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED ORDINANCE 
CHAPTER 1490, ENTITLED EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE CODE, was read by title only. 
 
The Zoning Administrator recommended amendments to the Exterior Maintenance 
Code necessary to enhance the Code and its enforcement. The recommended changes 
will eliminate confusion in the Code language. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9796, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 208 OF THE 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES, ENTITLED GENERAL FEE SCHEDULE, was read by title 
only. 
 
The Parks & Recreation Commission and Public Service Committee recommended the 
following pool fee increases for non-residents:  children from $2.00 to $4.00, adults from 
$3.00 to $5.00, and senior citizens from $0 to $2.00. These increases for non-residents 
are still reasonable compared to what surrounding communities charge.  Resident fees 
are not being increased. 
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First Reading: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9799, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR TRANSFERS AND 
ADVANCES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9799.  The Finance Director 
determined the following routine transfers are needed: $24,918.72 from the General 
Fund to the COPS Fast Fund; $2,125,000.00 from the Income Tax Transfer Fund to the 
General Fund, ITCI Fund, and the SSC Fund; and $315,526.10 from the Water Fund 
and $9,546.40 to the Water Debt Service Fund.  There is an $800,000.00 advance from 
the LORCO Collection System Fund to the Water Impact Fee Fund.  The movement of 
funds is a common procedure after the final budget is approved. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 24-2011 adopted. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Community Shred Day is scheduled for April 9, 2011 from 9:00 A.M. until noon at the 
Avon Lake Public Library. 
 
Grants are available for performance audits through the State Auditor’s Office. 
 
The Landmark Preservation Society, the American Legion, and the VFW are soliciting 
tax deductable donations to restore the World War I flag and bronze plaque housed at 
the Folger Home.  The flag represents the 37 doughboys from Avon Lake who served in 
World War I.   
 
Mr. Kos participated in a Junior Achievement program with Mrs. Lynch’s second grade 
class. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 
Chris Quinlan, 73 Community Drive, Avon Lake, inquired about Arbor Day.  Arbor Day 
will be celebrated in Avon Lake on May 1st. 
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David Whalen,  Avon Point, Avon Lake, inquired about the procedure for replacement of 
trees on the tree lawn.  Mr. Reitz stated that Tom Lescher, Service Director, is the City 
Arborist who handles trees on the tree lawns. 
 
Mark Musial, 31854 Hazelwood, Avon Lake, Scout Master, thanked Council for the 
opportunity for the scout troop to attend the Council meeting.  Mr. Musial suggested that 
notices from the City be forwarded to Homeowners’ Associations for placement in their 
newsletters. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for adjournment. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush, Zilka, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment: 8:56 P.M.   
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:            Attest:        
                    Council President         Clerk of Council 
 
 
 


