
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

HELD MAY 11, 2009

The Regular Meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on May 
11, 2009 at 7:30 P.M. in the Council Chamber with Council President Zilka presiding.

Chris Quinlan led the Council, staff, and public in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present: Council Members Jennifer Fenderbosch, David Kos, Martin O’Donnell, 
Timothy Rush, Michael Stanek, Gregory Zilka, Mayor Zuber, Law Director William 
Kerner, Finance Director Tom DiLellio, Engineering Department Manager Joseph 
Reitz, Clerk of Council Barbara Dopp.

Absent: Larry Meiners

There being no objections, Mr. Meiners was excused from attendance at the 
meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the April 20, 2009 Special Council Meeting were approved as 
prepared and published; the minutes of the April 27, 2009 Regular Council Meeting 
were approved as amended.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Zuber made the following announcements.

The “Senior Day” fair was held on April 20, 2009 at the Avon Lake Public Library.

The Mayor attended the “Recognition of Excellence” reception for Avon Lake High 
School students who were honored for outstanding performance.

The St. Jude Dream Home is open.  The home will be raffled off on June 28, 2009 
with proceeds going to the St. Jude Hospital.

Health care insurance costs for City employees are down from last year.

The Quantico Marine Corps Band performed at the Avon Lake High School on May 
10, 2009.

A household hazardous waste collection is scheduled for May 30, 2009 from 10:00 
A.M. until 2:00 P.M. at Chemtron on Pin Oak Parkway.
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The Paramedic Levy was passed by the voters at the May 5th election.

The City will no longer contract with the publisher of last year’s Avon Lake 
Magazine.  The magazine sanctioned by the City of Avon Lake will be published by 
the Plain Dealer and the Sun.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Council President Zilka made the following announcements.

The next Collective Committee meeting is scheduled for May 18th.  Due to Memorial 
Day, a rescheduled Council Meeting will follow the Collective Committee Meeting.  
No meeting will be held on Memorial Day. 

The results of the May 5, 2009 election were reviewed.  

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT REPORT

The Engineering Department Update was distributed.  

Construction work will begin at 6:00 A.M., for one day only, on Walker Road on May 
12, 2009.

Rain barrels are available in the Engineering Department. 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT

The Law Department Update was distributed.  

HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Stanek reported on the following items discussed at the May 11, 2009 Human 
Resources Committee meeting: the part-time/seasonal sick leave policy; personal 
use of City vehicles by employees; and collective bargaining agreements.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. O’Donnell, Chair of the Public Service Committee, reported on the following 
items discussed at the May 4, 2009 Public Service Committee meeting: revisions to 
Codified Ordinance 668, entitled Vegetation and Litter; Miller Road Park sand 
dredging; Miller Road Park courtesy dock; the 2009 Street Program; an illegal bridge 
in the Landings; the Privacy Policy for the Recreation Department; and the purchase 
of playground mulch.

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 



May 11, 2009 Council Meeting Minutes

3

Mr. Kos reported that Time Warner submitted its application on May 11, 2009 to
continue to provide cable service to Avon Lake.  Time Warner’s contract with the 
City expired on April 30, 2009.  The Department of Commerce will notify the City 
after they have reviewed the application.  At that time, the City will have ten days to 
respond to Time Warner’s proposal.  No other cable company has applied for a 
license to provide service to Avon Lake.

On Wednesday, May 13, 2009, the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio is scheduled 
to conduct a first-ever auction for the generation of electricity for the First Energy 
service area.  Twelve companies have registered to bid.  Transmission and 
distribution of electricity will still be provided by First Energy.

SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT

A Safety Committee meeting is scheduled for May 21, 2009 at 5:15 P.M. in the 
Council Chamber; the vicious dog ordinance will be on the agenda.  

Mr. O’Donnell informed Council that automated defibrillators are not located in the 
Folger Home or the Lake House.  Currently, money has not been budgeted for these 
items.

SEWER COMMITTEE REPORT

A Sewer Committee meeting is scheduled for May 19, 2009 at 4:30 P.M. at the 
Municipal Utilities Building.  The Jaycox Road Sewer Project is on the agenda.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT

Planning Commission is scheduled to meet on May 12, 2009 at 7:30 P.M.  

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT

Mr. O’Donnell, Parks & Recreation Commission Representative, reported on 
Recreation Department activities and programs.

Pride Day is scheduled for May 16, 2009.

CABLE ADVISORY COMMISSION

The Cable Advisory Commission is scheduled to meet on May 21, 2009 at 7:15 P.M. 
at the Avon Lake Public Library.

SALARY AD HOC COMMITTEE

The Salary Ad Hoc Committee met on May 8, 2009 to discuss a Charter amendment 
relative to salaries of the Board of Municipal Utilities.  Currently, the Charter does not 
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permit all Board members to receive salary increases at the same time; salary 
increases are staggered.  The Board also requested a Charter amendment which 
would permit the Board to set its own salaries.  Currently, Council sets the salaries 
of the Board of Municipal Utilities.  These proposed amendments would follow the 
same guidelines used by Council for Council members’ salaries.

MOTIONS

Mr. O’Donnell moved to accept a quotation for the purchase of playground mulch.  
Ready-to-Haul submitted the quotation of $14,068. 08.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize the Mayor to sign a lease agreement with the 
Avon Lake Youth Baseball Federation for concessions at Bleser Park. The lease 
agreement is for one year at a rate of $1.00 per year.  An outside concessionaire will 
operate the concessions.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to authorize the Mayor to sign a lease agreement with the 
Avon Lake Youth Baseball Federation for concessions at Weiss Field. The lease 
agreement is for one year at a rate of $1.00 per year.  An outside concessionaire will 
operate the concessions.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.

Mr. Rush moved to instruct the Clerk of Council to return the form to the Division of 
Liquor Control stating that the City of Avon Lake does not request a hearing in the 
matter of a new liquor license.  The request for a new liquor license was received 
from S & P Avon Lake LLC, dba Bar Symon, at 32852-8 Walker Road.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.
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LEGISLATION

Second  Readings:

Temporary Legislation #9554, AN ORDINANCE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR 
THE WALKER ROAD TURN LANE PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9554.  The low bid was 
submitted by Karvo Paving in the amount of $653,947.47.  Thirty-nine percent of the 
cost will be covered by Issue 2 funds.  

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.
Ordinance 49-2009 adopted.

Temporary Legislation #9555, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A COOPERATIVE 
AGREEMENT FOR PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION OF A STATE 
WASTEWATER PROJECT BETWEEN THE CITY OF AVON LAKE AND THE OHIO 
WATER DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was 
read by title only.

Mr. Zilka moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.

Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9555.  The agreement is 
relative to the construction of a 13-mile sanitary sewer and pump station which will 
service rural areas in Lorain County by conveying waste water to the Avon Lake 
Water Pollution Control Center. The Utilities Department portion of the project cost is 
approximately $6.2 million, which will be repaid through usage fees over a 30 year 
period.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
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No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 50-2009 adopted.

First Readings:

Temporary Legislation #9557, AN ORDINANCE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR 
THE 2009 CONCRETE STREET PROGRAM, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.

Mr. O’Donnell moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9557.  The low bid was 
submitted by Konstruction King in the amount of $441,496.00.  The amount is 
approximately $209,000.00 below the original project estimate.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 51-2009 adopted.

Temporary Legislation #9558, A RESOLUTION DECLARING SUPPORT FOR 
REOPENING AVON ROAD IN WESTLAKE, OHIO, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

Mr. Zilka moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.

Mr. Zilka moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9558. The City of Westlake 
closed its portion of Avon Road without any advance notice citing safety reasons.
The road closure has created a hardship for Avon residents who live in the Avon 
Road area.  

Mr. Kos stated that he will not support the resolution because he does not want to 
take sides with one neighboring community over another.  He conceded that Avon 
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has very legitimate reasons for keeping the road open, but the City of Westlake cited 
safety and financial reasons for closing the Westlake portion of the road.  He further 
stated that he would need more information to support the reopening since the City 
of Westlake has deemed the road to be unsafe.

Mrs. Fenderbosch pointed out that the City of Avon has offered to repave and 
maintain the road in order to keep it open until the I-90 interchange in Avon is 
constructed.

Mr. O’Donnell stated that it is important for the road to be open to give residents in 
the area quick access to St. John West Shore Hospital in an emergency situation.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: Kos
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 52-2009 adopted.

Temporary Legislation #9559, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE 
AND SALE OF BONDS IN THE MAXIMUM PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $4,500,000 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECONSTRUCTING, RENOVATING, ENLARGING, 
FURNISHING, EQUIPPING AND OTHERWISE IMPROVING THE MUNICIPAL 
SWIMMING POOL AND RELATED RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AND 
IMPROVING THE SITE THEREOF, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read 
by title only.

A levy for construction of the new aquatic center was approved by the voters at the 
November 2008 election.  

Temporary Legislation #9560, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1246.05(a) 
OF THE PLANNING & ZONING CODE, ENTITLED AIR POLLUTION, was read by 
title only.

The Environmental Affairs Advisory Board recommended amending this chapter to 
include a list of prohibited emissions.  The revision also eliminates the position of Air 
Pollution Control Officer since the duties covered by this position are handled by the 
EPA.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

An “Armed Forces Day Celebration” is scheduled for May 16th at Independence 
Village on Lear Road.

Residents must reserve barricades for block parties with the Service Department at 
least five days before the event.
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PUBLIC INPUT

Chris Quinlan, 73 Community Drive, Avon Lake, commented on the closing of Avon 
Road in Westlake.

Jan Van Wagner, 118 Herrmann Drive, Avon Lake, commented on the Marine Corps 
Band concert and voting turnout.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

In compliance with Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22, Mr. O’Donnell moved to 
adjourn to Executive Session for the purpose of reviewing negotiations held with 
public employees concerning their compensation and other terms and conditions of 
their employment.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.

Adjournment:  8:30 P.M.

RECONVENING OF THE COUNCIL MEETING

Council reconvened in open session at 8:50 P.M.

Present:  Council Members Jennifer Fenderbosch, David Kos, Martin O’Donnell, 
Timothy Rush, Michael Stanek, Gregory Zilka, Mayor Zuber, Law Director William 
Kerner.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to adjourn.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, O’Donnell, Rush, Stanek
No: None
Absent: Meiners
Motion carried.

Adjournment: 8:51 P.M.

Approved:      Attest:   __  
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                  Council President               Clerk of Council


