
 

 

      MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

HELD MAY14, 2012 
 
 
The regular meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on May 
14, 2012 at 7:30 P.M. in the Council Chamber with Council President O’Donnell 
presiding.     
 
Mr. Meiners led the Council, staff, and public in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Present: Council Members Dan Bucci, Jennifer Fenderbosch, David Kos, Rob 
James, Larry Meiners, Martin O’Donnell, John Shondel, Mayor Zilka, Law Director 
Abe Lieberman, Finance Director Nancy Bryan, Engineering Department Manager 
Joseph Reitz, Clerk of Council Barbara Dopp. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the April 16, 2012 Special Council Meeting and the April 23, 2012 
Regular Council Meeting were approved as prepared and published. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Susan Poole, Executive Director of Community Resource Services, sent a letter 
thanking Council for approving the donation to CRS. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Donald McGinnis submitted his letter of resignation from the Service Department 
effective May 20, 2012.  This will further reduce the workforce in the Service 
Department.  There will be five fewer employees than five years ago.  Due to the 
uncertainty of the City’s finances, Mr. McGinnis will not be replaced. 
 
The Lorain County Commissioners voted to form a Lorain County Land Bank in 
order to deal with the growing number of abandoned homes.  A representative from 
the County will give a presentation at the May 21st Work Session. 
 
Michael Miller of the Ohio Public Works Commission informed the City that a grant 
has been approved for a turn lane on Walker Road between Lear Road and Jaycox 
Road.  The total project cost is $323,330.00.  The State will cover approximately 
60% of the cost.   
 
May 20 – May 26 is “Small Business Week” in Ohio.  Residents are reminded to 
support local merchants. 
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The Lorain County Police Officers Memorial Ceremony was held in Lorain on May 
11th to remember the fifteen police officers who have been killed in the line of duty 
over the past 150 years.  Peace Officers Memorial Day was established by 
President Kennedy in 1962.  A Peace Officers Flag Raising Ceremony will be held at 
the Avon Lake Safety Center on May 15th at 8:00 A.M. with American Legion Post 
211 Color Guard. 
 
The United States Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring a “Hiring our Heroes” job 
fair on June 29th at the Wolstein Center at Cleveland State University. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Council President O’Donnell made the following announcements. 
 
The next Collective Committee Meeting is scheduled for May 21st.  In observance of 
Memorial Day, no meeting will be held on May 28th.  There will be a rescheduled 
Council Meeting on Tuesday, May 29th. 
 
There is a vacancy on the Environmental Affairs Advisory Board.  Interested 
candidates should send a letter of interest and resume to the Clerk of Council at 150 
Avon Belden Road or e-mail to bdopp@avonlake.org. 
 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
The Engineering Department weekly update was distributed. 
 
The fence along the western property line at the cemetery adjacent to Veterans 
Memorial Park has been removed from City property and relocated onto the owner’s 
property. 
 
LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The Law Department report on pending litigation was distributed. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. James reported that the Environmental Committee and Safety Committee have 
held joint meetings to develop an ordinance related to nuisance feeding of wildlife 
and has referred the ordinance to Council for consideration. 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mayor Zilka stated that income tax collections are up 1.38% over last year’s amount. 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

mailto:bdopp@avonlake.org
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Mr. Bucci reported that the Human Resources Committee recommended a request 
by the Police Chief for the employment of Randy Bennett as a part-time Police 
Officer. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. O’Donnell stated that the Mayor requested Temporary Legislation #9996, 
awarding a contract for the asphalt street program, be removed from the agenda in 
order to review the bidding process. 
 
SEWER COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch reported on the following items discussed at the May 10th Sewer 
Committee meeting:  updates to the stormwater ordinance; the five-year plan for a 
stormwater project; the sump pump disconnection program; the Sunset Road 
stormwater study; the Belmar Sewer Separation Project; and the cooperative 
agreement for construction of a watermain in Avon. 
 
Information meetings for residents regarding the Belmar Sewer Separation Project 
will be held on June 13th and June 20th at 7:00 P.M. at Troy Intermediate School. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 
At the May 1, 2012 Planning Commission meeting, Planning Commission 
recommended to Council amendments to Planning & Zoning Code Chapters 1262 
and 1268 regarding the placement of historic plaques. 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REPORT 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals met on April 26, 2012 and granted the following 
variances: a fence variance for property at 178 Beachwood, and a fence variance for 
property at 32024 Gramercy Lane. 
 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Shondel reminded residents to call 811 before digging in yards, even if it is for a 
small project. 
 
AVON LAKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT 
 
The winners of the Citizen of the Year Award and the Project of the Year Award will 
be recognized at the Kiwanis Club dinner on May 17th at the Avon Lake Public 
Library at 6:30 P.M. 
 
MOTIONS 
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Mr. O’Donnell moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Patricia Vinch to the 
Citizens Tree Commission for a term expiring December 31, 2014. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
LEGISLATION 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved to remove Temporary Legislation #9996 from the agenda. 
 
This ordinance authorizes a contract for the 2012 asphalt street program.  It was 
requested by the Mayor and Law Director that the bidding process be reviewed 
further. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Third Reading: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9978, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF AVON LAKE BY REPEALING CODIFIED 
ORDINANCE CHAPTER 1090.09, ENTITLED RECYCLABLES, was read by title 
only. 
 
Mr. Kos moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9978. The Law Director 
recommended repealing Codified Ordinance Chapter 1090.09 since it is no longer 
relevant; the dates cited in the section regarding trash fees are no longer in effect. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 69-2012 adopted. 
 
Second Reading: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9982, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 116-
2011, was read by title only.   
 
The Finance Director discovered an error in Ordinance No. 116-2011 regarding the 
Troy School Driveway Project.   
 
First Readings: 
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Temporary Legislation #9989, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE 
OF A 2012 FORD EXPEDITION FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY,  was read by title only. 
 
The Fire Department recommended acceptance of the bid from Liberty Auto Group 
of Vermilion.  The bid amount is $30,218.15.  This was slightly higher than the 
lowest bid, but it falls within the 5% consideration allowed for a Lorain County 
business.   
 

Temporary Legislation #9990, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL BILLING SERVICES, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
The contract for ambulance billing is due to expire in July.  The Law Director, Fire 
Chief, and Mayor reviewed a renewal contract with Medicount.  The contract amount 
is based on a percentage of the number of transports. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9991, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER 
OF FUNDS, AMENDMENTS TO PERMANENT APPROPRIATIONS, AND 
ADJUSTMENTS TO ESTIMATED REVENUES, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9991.  The Finance 
Director determined that certain financial transactions are necessary for the current 
expenses of the City. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 70-2012 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9992, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
EXECUTE A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF AVON FOR 
CONSTRUCTION OF A WATERMAIN AT AVON ROAD, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
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Motion carried. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9992.  
Construction of a watermain was necessary due to the construction of the I-90 
Interchange.  Although the work has already been completed, the State Auditor 
requested an ordinance authorizing and describing the Agreement.  The Sewer 
Committee approved a motion to add the name of Todd Danielson, Chief Utilities 
Executive, to the Agreement. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 71-2012 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9993, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1262 OF 
THE PLANNING & ZONING CODE, ENTITLED SIGN REGULATIONS, was read by 
title only. 
 
Under Section 1262.04, the maximum permitted sign area per sign face for a historic 
plaque is 2 square feet when affixed to a wall of a building; six square feet when 
installed as a freestanding sign. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9994, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1268 OF 
THE PLANNING & ZONING CODE, ENTITLED HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
REGULATIONS, was read by title only.   
 
Planning Commission recommended that the following language be added to 
Chapter 1268 of the Planning & Zoning Code regarding historic plaques. 

     (l)   Following the designation of the landmark property, the ALHPC may place or 
cause to be placed on such landmark an official City plaque indicating that such 
property or part thereof has been designated a landmark in the City.  In case of 
designation of a district, the ALHPC may place or cause to be placed official City 
plaques at appropriate location(s) near all entranceways to the new district.  Plaques 
shall be installed subject to the provisions of Chapter 1262.  These official plaques 
shall remain the property of the City. 

Temporary Legislation #9995, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL PERSONAL SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH 
CLARKTEL TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC., AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, 
was read by title only. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
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Motion carried. 
 
The Mayor recommended the purchase of an extended warranty with Clarktel 
Communications; the contract expired on April 23rd.  The agreement is a four year 
contract with the option of termination of the contract with a 90 day notice.  The 
consultant from HTex recommended keeping the contract for one year and 
terminating it after that time.  The contract amount is $10,230.00 and will cover all 
telephones in all departments and City buildings except for the Municipal Utilities. 
The contract was reviewed and approved by the Law Director. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 72-2012 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #9997, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED 
ORDINANCE SECTION 618.13 TO PROHIBIT THE NUISANCE FEEDING OF 
WILDLIFE, was read by title only. 
 
This proposal was recommended by the Environmental Affairs Advisory Board.  
Some of the exceptions will be the growing of plants, mulch and compost, bird 
feeders, and other special situations authorized by the Mayor or City Council.  
Violations will be treated as minor misdemeanors if the violation is not corrected 
within five days of notice. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
A tour of the Lorain County 911 Center will take place on May 22nd at 5:30 P.M. 

 

Beginning June 14th “City Fresh Markets” will be held every Thursday in Avon Lake.  
Anyone interested in volunteering or sponsoring the event should contact Elizabeth 
Gedeon at 933-6141, Larry Meiners at 933-6629, or Dan Bucci at 930-0069. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch referred to an article that appeared on the Avon Lake Patch 
pertaining to the spotlighting deer study which was performed by the EAAB.  Mrs. 
Fenderbosch pointed out inaccuracies in the article.  The spotlighting survey 
included a form that was signed by all volunteers who participated in the spotlighting.  
Volunteers followed a route each time and documented the exact location of where 
deer and other wildlife were spotted.  The study was approved by Scott Peters 
formerly of ODNR.  Mr. Peters’ replacement at ODNR was not aware of the study.  
The spotlighting study was performed in accordance with ODNR and the Natural 
History Museum. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch stated that the individual known as the Deer Whisperer is an 
interested resident and is not part of City Council or any of the deer groups.  On April 
24th he performed a white tail deer inventory of one square mile bound by Jaycox 



May 14, 2012 Council Meeting Minutes 

 8 

Road to Route 83, and Walker Road to Electric Boulevard and documented 103 
deer in that area. 
 
A City-wide garage sale has been advertised throughout the City.  This is not a City 
sponsored event and the signs have been placed illegally in the right-of-way.  Signs 
in the right-of-way are only permitted with special permission from the Mayor. 
 
May 15, 2012 is Peace Officers Memorial Day. This is an appropriate day to fly the 
United States flag at half-staff from sunrise until sunset.   
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 
Dan Haude, 316 West Creek Road, addressed Council regarding the deer article he 
wrote which appeared on the Avon Lake Patch.  He referred to the deer spotlighting 
study performed by the EAAB.  He questioned the reliability of the study as a basis 
for establishing a base line for deer population. 
 
Mike Sweeney, 572 Bridgeside Drive, stated that the deer spotlighting study 
provided an estimate of the number of deer in the City of Avon Lake and that the 
EAAB has always maintained that it is an estimate.  The study estimated there are 
between 250-300 deer present. 
 
Jan Van Wager, 118 Herrmann Drive, discussed the defoliation in the Kopf 
Reservation caused by the overpopulation of deer.  On two different tours of a 
section of the park, 21 and 32 deer were counted.  That particular section of the park 
can comfortably feed eight deer according to Grant Thompson, the park’s naturalist. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for adjournment. 
 
Yes: Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment: 8:30 P.M. 

 
 
 
 
 
Approved:            Attest:       __   
                  Council President                                         Clerk of Council  


