
MINUTES OF THE RESCHEDULED MEETING
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

HELD MAY 18, 2009

The Rescheduled Meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order
on May 18, 2009 at 7:53 P.M. in the Council Chamber with Council President Zilka
presiding.

Mrs. Fenderbosch led the Council, staff, and public in reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Present: Council Members Jennifer Fenderbosch, David Kos, Larry Meiners, Martin 
O’Donnell, Timothy Rush, Gregory Zilka, Mayor Zuber, Law Director William Kerner, 
Finance Director Tom DiLellio, Engineering Department Manager Joseph Reitz, 
Clerk of Council Barbara Dopp.

Absent: Mr. Stanek

There being no objections, Mr. Stanek was excused from attendance at the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the May 4, 2009 Special Council Meeting were approved as 
prepared and published.

PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing upon revisions to Planning & Zoning Code Section 1246.05, 
entitled Air Pollution, was called to order at 7:56 P.M. 

The Environmental Committee and the Environmental Affairs Advisory Board 
recommended an amendment to Section 1246.05 of the Planning & Zoning Code.  
The revision eliminates the position of Air Pollution Control Officer since the duties 
covered by this position are handled by the Ohio EPA.

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:58 P.M.

CORRESPONDENCE

A letter was received from Bob & Marilyn Luce objecting to the automated trash pick-
up program.

MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Zuber made the following announcements.
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The City will no longer contract with the publisher of last year’s Avon Lake 
Magazine.  The only magazine sanctioned by the City of Avon Lake will be published 
by the Plain Dealer and the Sun.

Pride Day was held on May 16, 2009.  Volunteers participated in many clean-up 
projects throughout the City.

A community shred day was held on May 16, 2009.  There were 2.9 tons of paper 
shredded, which translates into the saving of 49 trees, 20,300 gallons of water, 
12,180 kilowatt hours of energy, and 1,189 gallons of fuel.

A household hazardous waste collection is scheduled for May 30, 2009 from 10:00 
A.M. until 2:00 P.M. at Chemtron on Pin Oak Parkway.  This service and shred day 
are financed through the Lorain County Solid Waste Management District Recycling 
Grant.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Council President Zilka made the following announcements.

May 25th is Memorial Day.  No meeting is scheduled.

The next Collective Committee Meeting is scheduled for June 1st.  The next Regular 
Council meeting is scheduled for June 8th.   

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT REPORT

The Engineering Department Update was distributed.  

According to the soundings from the Miller Road Park sand dredging, 473 cubic 
yards of sand were removed in comparison to the 5500 cubic yards which were in 
the estimate.  This translates into a $30,000 savings for the City.  Some sand is left 
on the sides of the main channel, but the main channel is clear and safe for boats.

The contract for the Walker Road Third Lane Project was approved on May 11, 
2009.

The Walker Road paving project should be completed by May 22nd.

A pre-construction meeting for the concrete street program will be held during the 
week of May 25th.  Construction should begin during the first part of June.

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT

The Law Department Update was distributed.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT

Mrs. Fenderbosch reported that the wind turbine study performed by the City of 
Cleveland indicates there is enough wind on Lake Erie to operate wind turbines.  
Ten to twenty wind turbines will be installed on Lake Erie.

A demonstration on stand alone wind turbines with multiple attached turbines will 
take place at Cleveland State University on June 11, 2009 from 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. 
These turbines are in line for two copyrights and patents.  These will be used in 
places where lower wind exists.

Technology Management Inc. (TMI), Ohio’s oldest fuel cell system developer, is  
conducting a first in the world 30-day demonstration of an unattended solid oxide 
fuel cell system running multiple liquid bio fuels.  

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. O’Donnell reported on the following items discussed at the May 18, 2009 Public 
Service Committee meeting: amendments to Codified Ordinance Chapter 668, 
entitled Vegetation and Litter; a request for installation of a fountain in a City owned 
retention pond; an illegal bridge over the Heider Ditch; objects on tree lawns; and the 
2009 OPWC grant project.

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mr. Kos reported Time Warner has been working on the lines to make channels 12, 
98, and 99 clearer.  The Marine Corps Band Concert will be aired on Channel 99 the 
week of May 20th.  

SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT

A Safety Committee meeting is scheduled for May 21, 2009 at 5:15 P.M. in the 
Council Chamber; the dog ordinance will be on the agenda.

SEWER COMMITTEE REPORT

A Sewer Committee meeting is scheduled for May 19, 2009 at 4:30 P.M. at the 
Municipal Utilities Building.  The Jaycox Road Sewer Project is on the agenda.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT

Mr. Zilka reported on the following items approved at the May 12, 2009 Planning 
Commission Meeting: a wall sign at the Verizon Wireless Store on Lear Road; the 
site plan for a storage building at the Service Department; a revision to Planning & 
Zoning Code Section 1240.06, entitled Swimming Pools, Spas, and Hot Tubs; a 
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revision to Planning & Zoning Code Section 1260.09, entitled Portable Storage 
Units.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Mayor Zuber reported on the following results of the April 28, 2009 Zoning Board of 
Appeals meeting: an area variance for an accessory building was granted for a 
property at 32316 Lake Road; an area variance for a building setback was granted 
for a property at 65 Coveland Drive.

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT

The Parks & Recreation Commission is scheduled to meet on May 27, 2009 at 7:00 
P.M. at the Lake House.

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS ADVISORY BOARD

Mrs. Fenderbosch made the following announcements: Applied Specialties will have
a pilot wind turbine program; the name of Reliant Energy has been changed to RRI 
Energy; Ford Motor Company in Avon Lake switched work schedules resulting in a 
savings in overtime costs; Ford Motor Company increased its recycling efforts to 
decrease waste and become more energy efficient.

The Environmental Affairs Advisory Board is scheduled to meet June 3, 2009 at the 
Lake House.  Terry Tomaszewski of the Lorain City Health Department will present 
an update on the health study.

CABLE ADVISORY COMMISSION

The Cable Advisory Commission is scheduled to meet on May 21, 2009 at 7:15 P.M. 
at the Avon Lake Public Library.

SALARY AD HOC COMMITTEE

The Salary Ad Hoc Committee is scheduled to meet on May 19, 2009 to discuss a 
Charter amendment relative to salaries of the Board of Municipal Utilities.  

MOTIONS

Mr. Meiners moved to authorize the Mayor to sign and enter into a labor agreement 
with the United Steelworkers and Service/Engineering Local Union 1-836.  This 
agreement was negotiated by the Mayor, the Human Resources Director, and the 
union.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush
No: None
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Absent: Stanek
Motion carried.

Mr. Meiners moved to authorize the Mayor to sign and enter into a labor agreement 
with the United Steelworkers and Clerical Local Union 1-836-1.  This agreement was
negotiated by the Mayor, the Human Resources Director, and the union.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush
No: None
Absent: Stanek
Motion carried.

Mr. Zilka moved to fix Council salaries for the coming year at the current rate.  
Council members did not support increasing their salaries.  Currently 
Council Members earn $9,500 per year, and the Council President earns $11,500 
per year.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush
No: None
Absent: Stanek
Motion carried.

LEGISLATION

Second  Readings:

Temporary Legislation #9559, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE 
AND SALE OF BONDS IN THE MAXIMUM PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $4,500,000 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECONSTRUCTING, RENOVATING, ENLARGING, 
FURNISHING, EQUIPPING AND OTHERWISE IMPROVING THE MUNICIPAL 
SWIMMING POOL AND RELATED RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AND 
IMPROVING THE SITE THEREOF, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read 
by title only.

A levy for construction of the new aquatic center was approved by the voters at the 
November 2008 election.  Bonds will be issued at a rate not to exceed 6% to finance 
the project.  

Temporary Legislation #9560, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 1246.05(a) 
OF THE PLANNING & ZONING CODE, ENTITLED AIR POLLUTION, was read by 
title only.

The Environmental Affairs Advisory Board recommended amending this chapter to 
include a list of prohibited emissions.  The revision also eliminates the position of Air 
Pollution Control Officer since the duties covered by this position are handled by the 
Ohio EPA.
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First Readings:

Temporary Legislation #9561, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE USE OF 
SUBMERGED LAND, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

A property owner at 31940 Lake Road requested a submerged land lease for 
construction of erosion control measures in Lake Erie.  All relevant City departments 
have reviewed the request and there are no objections.

Temporary Legislation #9562, AN ORDINANCE AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR 
THE MILLER ROAD PARK COURTESY DOCK, AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

The total amount of the project is $81,279.00.  Fifty percent of the cost of the project 
will be covered by a grant from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources.

Temporary Legislation #9563, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 260.035 OF 
THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES, ENTITLED PART-TIME/SEASONAL SICK LEAVE 
POLICY, was read by title only.

This amendment eliminates sick leave benefits for seasonal workers.  Permanent 
part-time employees will continue to receive sick leave benefits as outlined in the 
policy.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Kos performed a Civil War presentation at Learwood Middle School and at 
Independence Village.

Mr. Kos and Mrs. Fenderbosch graduated from the Leadership Academy at 
Cleveland State University.

Mrs. Fenderbosch taught classes at Learwood Middle School on renewable energy.

Time Warner has a new 2-year contract program which will offer a reduction in cable 
fees.

PUBLIC INPUT

Chris Quinlan, 73 Community Drive, Avon Lake, had questions regarding sidewalks 
on Walker Road.

Mr. O’Donnell stated that the Public Service Committee will consider the sidewalk 
issue on Walker Road.
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Jan Van Wagner, 118 Herrmann Drive, Avon Lake, commented on Time Warner’s 
customer service.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

In compliance with Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22, Mr. O’Donnell moved to 
adjourn to Executive Session to discuss the purchase of land and pending litigation.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush
No: None
Absent: Stanek
Motion carried.

Adjournment:  8:44 P.M.

RECONVENING OF THE COUNCIL MEETING

Council reconvened in open session at 9:27 P.M.

Present:  Council Members Jennifer Fenderbosch, David Kos, Larry Meiners, Martin 
O’Donnell, Timothy Rush, Gregory Zilka, Mayor Zuber, Law Director William Kerner.

Mr. O’Donnell moved to adjourn.

Yes: Zilka, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell, Rush
No: None
Absent: Stanek
Motion carried.

Adjournment: 9:28 P.M.

Approved:      Attest:   __  
                  Council President               Clerk of Council


