
 

 

       
      MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
HELD MAY 7, 2012 

 
A Special Meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on May 7, 
2012 at 9:10 P.M. in the Council Chamber with Council President O’Donnell 
presiding. 
 
Mr. Meiners led the Council, staff, and public in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Present: Council Members Dan Bucci, Jennifer Fenderbosch, Rob James, David 
Kos, Larry Meiners, Martin O’Donnell, John Shondel, Mayor Zilka, Law Director Abe 
Lieberman, Director of Finance Bryan, Engineering Department Manager Reitz, 
Clerk of Council Barbara Dopp. 
 
LEGISLATION  
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved to add the language “as of January 1, 2013 shall not occur 
on the same day as a regularly scheduled meeting of Avon Lake City Council”, to 
Temporary Legislation #9972R. 
 
Mr. Bucci stated that to be correct procedurally, he needs to move for passage of 
Temporary Legislation #9972R before a motion to amend is in order. 
  
Mr. James made the following clarification.  According to the Charter, a new item 
may be added to a Special Council Meeting by five votes of Council.  A motion to 
amend legislation is in order at all times by four votes of Council. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved to withdraw her motion to amend Temporary Legislation 
#9972R. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Third Reading: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9972R, AN ORDINANCE FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE 
ELECTORATE OF AN AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER IX, SECTION 49 OF THE 
MUNICIPAL CHARTER TO ALLOW THE BOARD OF MUNICIPAL UTILITIES TO 
MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read 
by title only. 
 
Mr. Bucci moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9972R.  This proposed 
Charter amendment will appear on the August 7th special election ballot.  The 
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amendment would allow the Board of Municipal Utilities to meet in Executive 
Session in accordance with Ohio Revised Code. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved to add the language “as of January 1, 2013 shall not occur 
on the same day as a regularly scheduled meeting of Avon Lake City Council”, to 
Temporary Legislation #9972R.   
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch stated that Codified Ordinance Chapter 246 refers to the 
Municipal Utilities as a department.  It is not a separate entity, but is part of the City.  
The Ad Hoc Committee considered this when they unanimously recommended the 
added language. 
 
Mr. Kos stated that he feels residents have the right to consider the two 
amendments related executive session and the meeting day of the Board of 
Municipal Utilities separately.  The recommendation by the Ad Hoc Committee to 
have both amendments on one piece of legislation denies residents the right to 
make a decision on two different matters. 
 
Yes:  Meiners, Fenderbosch, James 
No: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Kos 
Motion failed. 
 
The roll was called on passage of Temporary Legislation #9972R. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: Meiners 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 67-2012 adopted. 
 
First Reading: 
 
Temporary Legislation #9988, AN ORDINANCE FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE 
ELECTORATE OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE MUNICIPAL CHARTER TO ENACT 
SECTION 49A OF CHAPTER IX TO ESTABLISH THE MEETING DAY OF THE 
BOARD OF MUNICIPAL UTILITIES, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was 
read by title only. 
 
Mr. Bucci moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: Meiners 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Bucci moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #9988.  This Charter 
amendment will appear on the August 7th special election ballot.  By this 
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amendment, the Board of Municipal Utilities shall not meet on the same day as a 
regularly scheduled Council meeting as of January 1, 2013. 
 
Mr. Kos stated that he will vote yes on the amendment.  He stated that ideally, he 
would have preferred the Board to establish a meeting day on their own without 
Council placing the issue on the ballot.  If the Board failed to do so, Council could 
have put the amendment on the November ballot.  In both instances, the effective 
date would be January 1, 2013. 
 
Mr. James explained the meaning of Executive Sessions and the importance of the 
privilege.  Mr. James stated that City Council is seeking to be cooperative with the 
Municipal Utilities and asked the same of the Municipal Utilities Board. 
 
Mr. Bucci explained that Executive Sessions are not secret meetings.  The notices of 
Executive Sessions are published and they are held as closed meetings according 
to the Ohio Revised Code.  Executive Sessions are held for discussion purposes 
only with no voting occurring. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch pointed out that the body holding an Executive Session can invite 
other individuals to attend. 
 
Yes: O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: Meiners 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 68-2012 adopted. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for adjournment. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
 
Adjournment: 8:03 P.M. 

 
 
 
 
 
Approved:            Attest:       __   
                  Council President                                        Clerk of Council  


