
MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION

OF THE AVON LAKE

PLANNING COMMISSION

JUNE 7, 2016
Call to Order

Chairman Simonovich called the Avon Lake Planning Commission Work Session of June 7, 2016 to order at 9:38 p.m. in Council Chambers of City Hall.

Roll Call
Mr. Haas, Mrs. Fenderbosch, Mr. Sherban, Mr. Simonovich, Mr. Sommer, Mr. Tyree, Mayor Zilka, Director of Law Lieberman, Public Works Director Mr. Reitz.
MEETING BUSINESS
Mr. Simonovich thanked everyone for coming.  The idea of the Work Session is an informal exchange of ideas between a developer and Planning Commission concerning a possible development.  Nothing will be formally decided or voted upon today.  Neither the applicant nor Planning Commission can be bound by any aspect of a concept plan review.  The public will be able to speak or ask questions at the end of the discussion.

CASE NO. WS 01-016
CITY OF AVON LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION 
WORK SESSION ITEMS

Mr. Tyree stated that he would like to see more feedback on items that have controversy prior to the meetings and felt that we should have a preliminary meeting or work session on items that would be long at the regular meetings.  When we think that an item may have a lot of comments or public concern, there should be a work session to try to work out some of the kinks first.
Mr. Reitz stated that developers/applicants already have the option of a work session or preliminary review but don’t always have time to wait an extra month for an additional meeting.

Mr. Sherban stated that the conditional use site plans are usually the ones that cause the issues.

Mr. Reitz stated that with the conditional use cases, we don’t know until the meeting how many people will have issues with the sites.  Sometimes we have a full house with lots of comments and sometimes we have no comments or people here.  The applicant would rather spend a longer evening once and get a vote than to have a work session and push their items back a month.

Mrs. Fenderbosch stated that in code section 1216.03 it gives the option of concept plans.  We could make the concept plan mandatory with just a few minor word changes. 

Mr. Tyree asked if there could be an e-mail or just review with department heads prior to the public meeting.  Can we do just a discussion vs. a private meeting?

Law Director Lieberman stated that all meetings or discussions would have to be at a public meeting.

Mrs. Spring stated that most of the comments that are heard on these cases come from the public hearing.  We wouldn’t know if the case is going to be a controversial case until the start of the public meeting.  Most of the comments are taken care of with department head review.

Mr. Tyree stated that he would like to see a code revision to enforce the preliminary plan review with a work session on all Conditional Use Site Plans.  I believe that is where we get most of our comments and long meetings.

Mayor Zilka moved to adjourn at 10:10 the June 7, 2016 Work Session of Planning Commission meeting.  Mr. Sherban seconded the motion.
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