
MINUTES OF A WORK SESSION

OF THE AVON LAKE

PLANNING COMMISSION

AUGUST 2, 2016
Call to Order

Chairman Simonovich called the Avon Lake Planning Commission Work Session of August 2, 2106 to order at 7:49 p.m. in Council Chambers of City Hall.

Roll Call
Mr. Haas, Mr. Sherban, Mr. Simonovich, Mr. Sommer, Mr. Tyree, Mayor Zilka, Director of Law Lieberman, Public Works Director Mr. Reitz.
Mrs. Fenderbosch was absent.

MEETING BUSINESS
Mr. Simonovich thanked everyone for coming.  The idea of the Work Session is an informal exchange of ideas between a developer and Planning Commission concerning a possible development.  Nothing will be formally decided or voted upon today.  Neither the applicant nor Planning Commission can be bound by any aspect of a concept plan review.  The public will be able to speak or ask questions at the end of the discussion.

CASE NO. WS 02-16
WEINBERGER FAMILY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP – REZONE B1 TO R3
Work session is to discuss rezoning of 9.46 acres of property from B1 to R3 and if rezoned the plan for the multi-family preliminary plan to get planning comments prior to the Planning Commission meeting.

Mr. Reitz read a letter from Councilman James for the record.

Mr. Jason Friedman, Jordan Burns, and Denver Brooks were present to represent the Weinberger Family Trust.

Mr. Friedman discussed the reason for the rezone request and explained the preliminary plan for the multi-family development if the rezone would go through.  Plans were shown on the projector and discussed setbacks and layout of the buildings.

Planning Commission members discussed R-3 vs. R-2, R-1 or Commercial, concerns over being rentals as opposed to ownership and also would prefer the zoning to be less dense, maybe R-2 or R-1.  Some members like the mixed use and the diversity and felt it would be a natural use for the area. There was discussion about on site or off site management and if there would be garages.  Would there be any connections from the site to the commercial areas for access and Planning Commission felt they would like to see more green space area and preferred a less dense site with larger setbacks from the existing residential neighborhoods.
Chris Keim, 400 Harbor Court handed out photos from his home and yard and voiced his opinion about having a larger setback and did not want to look into the back of another home or building. He felt the property values would be affected by having rentals and felt the Independence Village complex was a nice buffer.

Rich Schultz, 382 Lear Road asked about the traffic on Lear Road and was happy to see that the intersections would line up.  If the development was pushed up closer to Lear Road than he would like to see some landscaping or buffering up front.

George Mestre, 368 Harbor Court stated that he moved here from Ohio City for the tranquility of the neighborhood.  He hoped that his area would remain more of an R-1 type housing, not condos or apartments.  He did not like the number of units and lighting and people and noise.  He thought this would bring down the property values.
Chris Keim would like a buffer not just a ditch.  He also would like more space with landscaping and more of a buffer than looking at the back of a house or building.

Jason Friedman thanked the commission and the residents for the comments and the opportunity to discuss the rezone and plan.

Mr. Tyree moved to adjourn at 9:10 the August 2, 2016 Work Session of Planning Commission meeting.  Mr. Haas seconded the motion.
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