
 

 

    MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

HELD AUGUST 25, 2014 
 
The regular meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on 
August 25, 2014 at 7:30 P.M. in the Council Chamber with Council President 
O’Donnell presiding.     
 
A moment of silence was held for Judge John Mackin who passed away on August 
22nd.  Judge Mackin served as the Avon Lake Municipal Judge for 18 years. 
 
Mr. Meiners led the Council, staff, and public in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Present:  Council Members Dan Bucci, Jennifer Fenderbosch, Rob James, David 
Kos, Larry Meiners, Marty O’Donnell, John  Shondel; Mayor Zilka; Law Director Abe 
Lieberman; Director of Finance Steve Presley; Public Works Director Joseph Reitz; 
and Clerk of Council Barbara Dopp. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the July 14, 2014 Regular Council meeting were approved as 
prepared and published. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
John Morgan submitted a letter resigning from his position on the Civil Service 
Commission effective August 15, 2015. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
Mayor Zilka made the following announcements. 
 
Issue 12, a renewal levy for EMS/Paramedic services, and Issue 13, a renewal levy 
for operating expenses, will be on the November 4, 2014 ballot. As renewal levies, 
taxes will not be increased.  Issue 12 is a three year renewal levy that will provide for 
salaries of eight Paramedics and funding for the purchase of paramedic equipment.  
The amount established when first approved by the voters was $1,550,000 and will 
remain the same with the renewal.  Issue 13 is a five year renewal levy that will bring 
in $920,000 for the purpose of providing for the general operation of the City.  The 
collection of monies for both renewal levies will begin in 2016. 
 
NRG will hold an open house to discuss the natural gas pipeline on August 28, 2014 
from 6:30 to 8:30 P.M. at Tom’s Country Place. Interested citizens are encouraged to 
attend the session. 
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Following are the operating hours of the municipal pool for the remainder of the 
season:  Friday – 4:00 – 8:00 P.M.; Saturday 9:00 – 10:30 A.M. for the final adult 
swim; Saturday 11:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. for the general public; Sunday 11:00 A.M. to 
8:00 P.M.; Monday 1:00 to 6:00 P.M. 

 

On September 6, 2014 Love-a-Stray will hold its annual dog swim fundraiser. 
 
On September 27, 2014 the pool will hold a fishing derby. 
 
Adult co-ed kickball is being offered by the Parks & Recreation Department 
beginning September 11, 2014. 
 
The Big Trucks event will take place September 20, 2014 from noon to 4:00 P.M. 

 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
In observance of Labor Day, no Council meeting will be held on August 1st.   A 
rescheduled Collective Committee meeting will be held on September 8th followed by 
a regular Council Meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
The Public Works Department Update was distributed. 
 
Mr. Reitz, Public Works Director, met with the Northeast Ohio Public 
Information/Public Education (NEOPIPE) Committee in Twinsburg and attended 
several workshops. Mr. Reitz also worked at the NEOPIPE booth at the Lorain 
County Fair. 
 
Underground Utilities will begin repair of the lawns relative to the Belmar Sewer 
Project. 
 
The catch basin covers on Belmar cannot be removed until everyone has hooked up 
to the storm and sanitary sewers. 
 
LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The Law Department litigation update was distributed. 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The credit card policy has been reviewed. All employees who have a City credit  

 card have acknowledged receipt and understanding of the policy.  Some of the 
internal controls of the credit card policy needed to be revised. All credit card 
statements will be directed to the Finance Director with the exception of his    
statement which will be directed to the Mayor. Once reviewed, the statements will be 
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directed to the relevant department head to be reconciled on the monthly 
department report.  
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Meiners reported on the results of the August 18, 2014 Finance Committee 
meeting. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. James reported on the results of the August 25, 2014 Public Service Committee 
meeting. 
 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The natural gas aggregation opt-out letter was mailed to customers on August 20, 
2014.  Customers will automatically be included in the new rate saving program.  If 
they wish to opt-out of the program, they must return the enclosed postcard to notify 
NOPEC, or notify NOPEC via fax at 800-238-5679 on or before September 10, 
2014.  Customers currently under another contract program will receive an opt-out 
letter when their contract expires.  Questions can be directed to NOPEC by calling 1-
855-667-3201. 
 
The procedure to have cable pedestals on front lawns repaired is posted on the City 
website and appears on ALCTV.  It is the responsibility of each resident to request 
the work to be done from the appropriate cable/telephone provider. 
 
The Public Utilities Committee will not meet in September. 
 
SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Safety Committee will meet August 26, 2014 at 6:15 P.M. in the Council 
Conference Room.   
 
SEWER COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The next Sewer Committee meeting is scheduled for September 11, 2014 at 6:30 
P.M. in the Public Works Conference Room. 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 
Planning Commission will not meet in September. 
 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REPORT 
 
Mayor Zilka reported on the results of the July 23, 2014 Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting. 
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MOTIONS 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved to add a motion to the agenda to permit Mr. James to abstain 
from voting on Temporary Legislation #10368. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Bucci moved to accept the resignation of John Morgan from the Civil Service 
Commission effective August 15, 2014. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved to authorize the waiving of the Building Department sign permit 
fee for the Avon Lake Community Garden.  A resident constructed the sign as part of 
his Eagle Scout project. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. O’Donnell moved to permit Mr. James to abstain from voting on Temporary 
Legislation #10368 due to a potential conflict of interest.  The ordinance is relative to 
PolyOne Corporation and Mr. James is employed by that firm. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
LEGISLATION   
 
Third Reading: 
 

Temporary Legislation #10349, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PLANNING & 

ZONING CODE SECTION 1212.09, 1240.06, 1242.02 AND 1250.04. 

 

Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #10349. These 

amendments deal with the definition of livestock and the requirements for keeping 

livestock and what is considered a household pet. Presently there are less than ten 

agricultural properties in Avon Lake. 

Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
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Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 105-2014 adopted. 

Second Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #10368, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
ENTER INTO AN AMENDMENT TO THE COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT TAX 
INCENTIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF AVON LAKE AND POLYONE 
CORPORATION AS TO REFLECT THE NEW PERMANENT PARCEL NUMBER, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.  
 
Mr. Bucci moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Bucci moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #10368.  PolyOne received 
tax abatement for the construction of the engineered materials segment building 
located on a parcel of their property.  Since that time, the parcel has been divided as 
PolyOne sold a portion of the business to Mexichem Specialty Resins.  As a result, 
two parcels were created.  The tax abatement is granted according to parcel 
numbers. The auditors informed the City the tax abatement would become null and 
void unless corrective measures are taken.  PolyOne requested that the Community 
Reinvestment Area Tax Incentive Agreement be transferred to the new parcel 
number.  This would allow PolyOne to continue to receive the full ten-year tax 
abatement. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch,  Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Abstention:  James 
Ordinance No. 106-2014 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #10372, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE RATE OF 
COMPENSATION FOR THE JUDGE OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COURT, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
The Avon Lake Municipal Court will transition to a full-time court with a full-time 
Judge.  Therefore, Judge Bilancini’s salary needs to be adjusted accordingly.  The 
City is responsible for 3/5 of the local share and the County is responsible for 2/5 of 
the local share.  The remainder comes from the State treasury. 
 
First Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #10376, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 
CONTINUED DEFENSE OF THE CITY OF AVON LAKE IN AN ACTION FILED BY 
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JAMES PIETRANGELO II, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title 
only. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #10376.  The Law Director 
requested an additional $25,000 to continue in the defense of the City in an action 
relative to the skate park. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 107-2014 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #10377, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A CHANGE ORDER 
TO THE CONTRACT FOR THE 2014 CONCRETE STREET PROGRAM, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. James moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. James moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #10377.  There is an 
excess of funds in the 2014 Asphalt Street Program contract which will be 
transferred to the Concrete Street Program for additional work on Cambridge Circle.  
The change order to the contract with Denes Concrete is in the amount of $40,000.  
The contract with Precision Paving will be reduced by $53,541.24. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 108-2014 adopted. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Parks & Recreation Commission is developing a Halloween Story Time 
Program for children from five to twelve years of age and their families.  Volunteer 
story tellers are needed. 
 



August 25, 2014 Council Meeting Minutes 

7 

 

Flags will be flown at half-staff on August 22, 2014 in memory of retired Avon Lake 
Municipal Court Judge John Mackin.  Notification was provided by American Legion 
Post 211 Operation Fly the Flag.  Anyone interested in receiving Fly the Flag 
notifications should contact John Shondel at osujohn@mac.com to be added to the 
list.  The next known day for flying flags at half-staff is September 11, 2014, Patriot 
Day. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 
Dave Rickey, 32329 Orchard Park Drive, introduced himself as the newly appointed 
member of the Board of Municipal Utilities. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for adjournment. 
 
Yes: Meiners, O’Donnell, Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
 
Adjournment: 8:18 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
Approved:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Attest:                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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