
 

 

    MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

AUGUST 22, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on  
August 22, 2016 at 7:30 P.M. in the Council Chamber with Council President 
O’Donnell presiding.     
 
Mr. Shondel led the Council, staff, and public in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Present:  Council Members, Dan Bucci, Jennifer Fenderbosch, Rob James, David 
Kos, Larry Meiners, Marty O’Donnell, John Shondel,  Mayor Zilka, Law Director Abe 
Lieberman,  Finance Director Steve Presley, Public Works Director Joseph Reitz,  
Clerk of Council Barbara Dopp. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the July 11, 2016 Council Meeting were approved as prepared and 
published. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Rezoning of property at Walker Road and Taylor Avenue PPN 04-00-006-135-117 
and PPN 04-00-006-135-113. 
 
Planning Commission approved the rezoning from B-2 General Commerce to R-3 
Multi-Family Residence. The developer will add new condominiums to the existing 
condominium development. 
   
Historic landmark designation of the Hubbard-Duerk House located at 549 Avon 
Belden Road. 
 
Planning Commission and the Avon Lake Historic Preservation Commission 
approved the historic designation.  The house dates back to the 1850’s and 
originally consisted of 50 acres of farmland.  The house passed through a number of 
owners since it was owned by the Hubbard’s. The Duerk's bought the property in 
1962 which consisted of approximately one acre. 
 
Mildred Duerk, 549 Avon Belden Road, thanked Council for considering the historic 
designation of her home. 
 
Terea Pinkney, 33493 Shelly Court, expressed her opposition to the rezoning of the 
property at Walker Road and Taylor Avenue. Mrs. Fenderbosch explained the 
process of having the rezoning approved by Planning Commission and Council.  
She further explained that if the rezoning is approved, there are several steps for 
approval of the development.  
 
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:46 P.M. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT  
 
Five summer concerts were held at Miller Road Park with great success. 
 
The aquatic center is closed due to a shortage of lifeguards and staff as many of 
them returned to school.  It will be open during the last two weekends of August with 
limited sections open.  The spray ground will be open every day for younger 
children. 
 
LACDA and Archway Institute are sponsoring a clambake at 32290 Lake Road on 
September 14th.  The purpose of the event is to raise money to fight opiate addiction.  
 
The dog swim will take place on September 10th with the proceeds going to Love-a –
Stray. 
 
The Big Trucks event will take place September 17th. 
 
There have been problems with coyotes in Avon Lake.  The Safety Committee and 
the Environmental Committee will study the issue. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
August 29th is the fifth Monday of the month and no Council meeting will be held.  In 
observance of Labor Day, no Council meeting will be held on September 5th.  A 
rescheduled Collective Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 6th.  
The next regular Council meeting will be held September 12th.  
 
Recreation Director Pinchek will attend a Work Session at the end of September, in 
January, and in early April to discuss recreation programming and the department 
budget. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The Public Works Department weekly update was distributed. 
 
LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
The Law Director’s litigation update was distributed 
 
Mr. Meiners asked for clarification of procedures for Executive Sessions.  
 
Mr. Lieberman explained that a motion must be made to adjourn to Executive 
Session stating the topic to be discussed, which must be a specifically permitted 
topic according to Ohio Revised Code.  If deliberations are made regarding other 
matters, any member can raise the issue and point out that it is an inappropriate 
topic. 
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Mr. Lieberman stated that ex officio members are considered non-voting members of 
the committee and have the right to be included in Executive Sessions.  If a member 
is to be excluded, Mr. Lieberman recommended that he be excluded by a vote of the 
committee. 
 
Mr. Bucci suggested that the motion to adjourn to Executive Session include the 
names of the individuals who will be invited to attend.  If a member objects to 
someone invited to attend the Executive Session, he would then have the 
opportunity to vote against the motion. 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
TV Securitites submitted the low bid for the $25,496,000 of various purpose notes.  
They paid a $316,915.28 premium bringing the net interest cost down to 
approximately ¾ of 1% on the notes.  The notes will fund the refinancing of several 
projects as well as new projects for the City and Avon Lake Regional Water. 
 
The Finance Department new software is scheduled to go live on October 8th.  
Various department personnel will be trained in September. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
The Public Works Department has collected 26 deer carcasses in the first seven 
months of 2016 compared to 39 in 2015 and 30 in 2014.  Six deer/vehicle accidents 
were reported compared to 12 for the same seven month period. 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. Shondel reported on the Human Resources Committee meeting held August 17, 
2016.  The next meeting is scheduled for September 6, 2016 at 6:00 P.M. in the 
Public Works Conference Room. 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Mr. James reported on the results of the Public Service Committee meeting held 
August 22, 2016. 
 
SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
A Safety Committee meeting is scheduled for August 24, 2016 at 6:30 P.M. in the 
Council Conference Room. 
 
SEWER COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
A Sewer Committee meeting is scheduled for September 8, 2016 at 6:30 P.M. in the 
Public Works Conference Room. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
 
Planning Commission is scheduled to meet September 7, 2016 at 6:30 P.M. in the 
Council Chamber. 
 
MOTIONS 
 
Mr. Kos moved to instruct the Clerk of Council to return the form to the Division of 
Liquor Control indicating the City does not request a hearing in the matter of a liquor 
license transfer from J B Will, dba Stella’s Restaurant, to Just 1 More Yr.  The Police 
Department has no objections. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Kos moved to instruct the Clerk of Council to return the form to the Division of 
Liquor Control indicating the City does not request a hearing in the matter of a stock 
transfer for Zak Pac Inc., dba Johnny Malloy’s.  The Police Department has no 
objections. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
LEGISLATION   
 
Third Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #10709, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED 
ORDINANCE SECTION 208.01 (D) (1) OF THE GENERAL FEE SCHEDULE, AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Kos moved for passage of Temporary Legisltion #10709. The Police Chief 
recommended eliminating the $1.00 bicycle license fee.  The nominal charge is 
more of a deterrent in having residents register their bicycles.  If the fee is eliminated 
it will be easier to register bicycles at bike fairs, at schools, and at the bicycle shop. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 107-2016 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #10710, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED 
ORDINANCE SECTION 474.12, LICENSE APPLICATION FEE, was read by title 
only. 
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Mr. Kos moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #10710. With the elimination 
of the $1.00 bicycle license fee, it is necessary to eliminate any reference to the fee.  
It is also necessary to amend the Codified Ordinance Section to direct the license 
application to the Safety Director or his designee rather than to the Finance Director. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 108-2016 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #10716R, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 
TO EXECUTE AN AMENDMENT TO THE LEASE WITH THE LANDMARK 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY FOR THE LEASING OF ASSEMBLY HALL AT 
VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK. 
 
Mr. James moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #10716R. The amendment 
would extend the current lease by one year to allow the organization to complete the 
renovations according to the grant requirements. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 109-2016 adopted. 
 
Second Readings: 
 
Temporary Legislation #10706, AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE PROPERTY AT 
WALKER ROAD AND TAYLOR AVENUE, was read by title only. 
 
At the June 7, 2016 meeting, Planning Commission approved and recommended the 
rezoning of property at Walker Road and Taylor Avenue for the best use of the 
property.  The property will be rezoned from B-2 General Commerce to R-3 Multi-
family.  The developer will add to the existing condominium development.  The 
required public hearing was held earlier in the meeting. 
 
Temporary Legislation #10708, AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE HUBBARD- 
DUERK HOUSE LOCATED AT 549 AVON BELDEN ROAD AS A HISTORIC 
LANDMARK, was read by title only. 
 
At the June 7, 2016 meeting, Planning Commission approved and recommended 
granting historic designation to the property at 549 Avon Belden Road.  The home 
was built circa 1850.  The required public hearing was held earlier in the meeting. 
 
First Readings: 
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Temporary Legisltion #10724, AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE SATTER 
HOMESTEAD LOCATED AT 33295 WALKER ROAD AS A HISTORIC LANDMARK, 
was read by title only. 
 
Planning Commission and the Avon Lake Historical Preservation Commission 
approved the historical designation of the Satter Hmestead.  The property is 
currently owned by Hans and Judith Kuenzel.  The home dates back to 1874 and is 
built of fieldstone and hand hewn beams. 
 
Temporary Legisltion #10725, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 
CONTINUED DEFENSE OF THE CITY OF AVON LAKE IN AN ACTION FILED BY 
JAMES E. PIETRANGELO II, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by 
title only. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #10725.  The Law Director 
requested an additional $10,000 to continue in the defense of this ongoing case 
related to the skate park. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 110-2016 adopted. 
 
Temporary Legislation #10726, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR TRANSFERS, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #10726.  The Finance 
Director determined certain transfers of funds are necessary for the immediate 
expenses of the City. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 111-2016 adopted. 
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Temporary Legislation #10727, AMENDING CODIFIED ORDINANCE SECTION 
220.26, ENTITLED SUBPOENAS, was read by title only. 
 
The amendment will modify the authority of Council to reflect the language in the 
Charter. 
 
Temporary Legislation  #10728**,  AN ORDINANCE AWARDING A CONTRACT 
FOR THE FAIRFIELD AREA SEWER SEPARATION PROJECT, AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: James 
Motion carried. 
 
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #10728**.  Avon 
Lake Regional Water approved a contract with Underground Utilities, Inc. in an 
amount not to exceed $14,516,495.40, with $7,602,102.85 being ALRW portion and 
$6,914,392.55 being the City’s portion.  The ALRW portion will be funded through  
rate payer revenue.  Emergency passage is necessary in order to begin the project 
during the summer construction season to provide reliable storm and sanity sewer 
systems and be in compliance with Ohio EPA regulations.   
 
Mr. James his opposition to approval of a contract of such magnitude on the first 
reading. 
 
Mr. Danielson stated that the project should begin by the beginning of October and 
will continue through the winter months.  It is necessary to order the concrete storm 
sewers before concrete production stops.  The one year notes will cover the initial 
costs, but the intent is to work with the State Revolving Loan Fund next year to 
obtain an attractive interest rate. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners, O'Donnell 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
Ordinance No. 112-2016 adopted. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
In compliance with Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22, Mr. Meiners moved to 
adjourn to Executive Session to discuss the discipline of a public employee and to 
include the attendance of the Mayor, Law Director, Police Chief, and Human 
Resources Director. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners, O'Donnell 
No: None 
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Motion carried. 
Adjournment:  8:40 P.M. 

 
Reconvening of Open Council Meeting 
 
The Council meeting was reconvened at 9:25 P.M. 
 
Present:  Council Members, Dan Bucci, Jennifer Fenderbosch, Rob James, David 
Kos, Larry Meiners, Marty O’Donnell, John Shondel, Mayor Zilka, Law Director Abe 
Lieberman. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Meiners moved for adjournment. 
 
Yes: Shondel, Bucci, Fenderbosch, James, Kos, Meiners, O’Donnell 
No: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment:  9:26 P.M. 

 
 
 
 
Approved:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Attest:                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                   Council President                                        Clerk of Council               
 


