
 

 

Minutes of the 

Environmental Affairs Advisory Board Meeting 

Wednesday, May 7, 2014 

Lake House 6:30 P.M. 

 

 

Present:   Bill Gross, Holly Kowalski, Amy Nasr, Ray Nowak, Christine Raymond, and 

Michael Sweeney, citizen members.  

 

Lisa Wagoner (Lubrizol), Ron Carlson (PolyOne), and Eric Gehrke (Applied Specialties), 

industry members. 

 

Also in attendance:  John Shondel, Council Representative, Joe Reitz, Public Works 

Director, and Erica Larson, resident. 

 

Absent:  Rita George, Bob Haas, citizen members; Ron Guenther (Chemtron), Scott 

Cameron (NRG) and Matt Mesaros (Ford), industry members. 

 

 

Mr. Sweeney called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Excused Absence Review:   Mr. Nowak made a motion to accept the absences of Board 

members on April 2, 2014.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Kowalski.  All yes.  Motion 

passed. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Gross made a motion to approve the minutes as amended from April 

2, 2014.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Nowak.  All yes.  Motion passed.   

 

City Administration Update:  Public Works Director Reitz reported on the following: 

 

 Mr. Reitz and Mr. Sweeney were interviewed on the “Jan and Jean” cable show regarding 

lawn care which is the 2014 outreach topic for PIPE.   

 The city’s propane conversation program is moving forward with the city receiving a 

loan for the project.  Mr. Reitz will obtain proposals to have the first five vehicles 

converted in 2014 with four more to be converted in 2015.  Also, the city will enter into a 

one year contract with National Fleet on Miller Road to provide the fueling.  Upon the 

completion of the one year contract, the city will erect a propane station at the city’s 

service garage and the city’s mechanics will be trained to service the converted vehicles.   

 

Industry Updates:   

 

 NRG – In Mr. Cameron’s absence, Mr. Sweeney reported that NRG donated seven 

recycling trash cans for Miller Road Park. 
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Council/Environmental Committee Update:  Mr. Shondel reported on the following: 

 

 Council approved the 2014 street program. 

 Walker and Lear Road intersection project is ongoing. 

 Propane conversation project is moving forward. 

 Estimates for the Moorewood Sewer Separation project were higher than expected. 

 Deer legislation will be proposed that will allow citizens in Avon Lake to apply for deer 

damage control permits from the Department of Wildlife.   The Wildlife Officer will 

review applications and make recommendations on a case by case basis.  If a permit is 

issued, that individual will go to the Police Chief to determine the course of action. 

 Avon Lake’s mascot for the stormwater education, Al E. Gator will be promoting the 

“Don’t Feed the Wildlife” campaign.      

 

Investigative/Fact Finding Groups 

 

 PIPE/Storm Water – Mr. Sweeney reported that he participated in the cable tv show and 

offered assistance to Mr. Reitz with future rain barrel workshops.    
 

 HHW/Recycling – Mr. Gehrke reported that this group is putting together an 

informational slide show on recycling which will be placed on cable tv.    

 

 Health Study – Mr. Sweeney stated that the radon article prepared by Mr. Gross is on the 

city’s website.  Mr. Nowak reported that the next article will be on deer ticks.   

 

 Energy Efficiency – No report. 

 

 Wildlife – Mr. Sweeney reported that this group will meet to formulate some ideas for the 

“Don’t feed the Wildlife’ campaign. 

  

 Calendar Review 

 

May 17th - Pride Day  

 The EAAB will split into two groups and clean the beach area at Veterans Park 

and Bicentennial Park on Electric Boulevard.   

  

August 9
th

 – Water Fest  

 Mr. Reitz reported that the City will have a Water Fest at Miller Road Park.  

 

Summer Social – to be determine. 

 

September 20
th

 – Big Trucks 

 

Keep America Beautiful Board – In Mrs. George’s absence, Mr. Sweeney reported that the 

Garden Club will hold a discussion on May 15
th

 at 11 a.m. at the Avon Lake Public Library for 

Pride Week.   
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New Business 

 

2014 Budget – Mr. Sweeney distributed a copy of the approved expenditures for 2014 and 

requested any additions to the budget be presented at the next meeting. 

 

ALC-TV Opportunities:  Mr. Sweeney reported on his recent interview at the cable studio and 

encouraged the Board’s subcommittees to consider using these services as a tool to bring their 

messages to the public.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

Valerie E. Rosmarin, Clerk 


