MINUTES OF THE AVON LAKE
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
MARCH 3, 2020


CALL TO ORDER

Chairmen Plunkett called the Avon Lake Planning Commission Regular Meeting of March 3, 2020 to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

ROLL CALL

Mrs. Fenderbosch, Mr. Orille, Mr. Plunkett, Mrs. Raymond, Mr. Sommer, Mayor Zilka, Assistant Law Director Graves and Public Works Director Reitz.

Mr. Haas and Law Director Ebert were not present for the meeting tonight.  Director of Law Ebert sent Assistant Law Director Graves in his place.  Both members had let the commission know last month that they would be unavailable for the meeting tonight. There were no objections to their absences and they were excused.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Fenderbosch moved to approve the minutes of the February 4, 2020 Regular Meeting as amended prior to the meeting.  Mr. Sommer seconded the motion.

AYES:  All						NAYS:	None
 
GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS

None

COUNCIL REPORT

Mrs. Fenderbosch reported on the cases that have been heard at City Council and reported on the approvals.

SWEARING IN

Assistant Director of Law Graves swore in applicants and members of the audience speaking to items on the agenda.

Jim Sayler, Reitz Engineering, 4214 Rocky River Dr. Cleveland, Ohio 44135
Doug Baldi, Baldi Design, Butternut Ridge Rd, North Ridgeville, Ohio
Karl C. Zuber, Councilman at Large
Bill Reeder, 681 Heron Bay, Avon Lake
Traci Finkelmeyer, 691 Heron Bay, Avon Lake
Michael Mesaros, 676 Heron Bay, Avon Lake
Martin Striegl, 352 Founders Circle, Avon Lake
Mike Johnson, 689 Heron Bay, Avon Lake
Peter Lux, 675 Heron Bay, Avon Lake
Diane Stearns, 32399 Legacy Parkway, Avon Lake 

NEW CASES: 

CASE NO. 009-20REQUEST OF THE CITY OF AVON LAKE FOR THE VACATION OF A PORTION OF OVERLOOK ROAD WITHIN THE AVONDOVER BEACH SUBDIVISION AS PLATTED WITH LORAIN COUNTY IN MARCH 1920.  THE REQUEST IS FOR A VACATION BY ORDINANCE THROUGH CITY COUNCIL TO CHANGE THE PROPERTY FROM RIGHT-OF-WAY TO A FEE SIMPLE PARCEL WITHIN OVERLOOK PARK BETWEEN THE EASTERLY RIGHT-OF WAY LINE OF OAKWOOD DRIVE AND THE WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF FOREST BLVD.  THIS WILL CLEAN UP A SITUATION WHERE THE PARK OVERLAYS AN EXISTING PAPER STREET. 

CITY OF AVON LAKE
VACATION OF A PORTION OF OVERLOOK ROAD ROW










Mr. Reitz stated this request for a recommendation of approval is necessary in order to clean up a situation where for 100 years there has been a platted street bisecting a public park.  This particular section of Overlook Road bisects through Overlook Park.  This request is for a Vacation by Ordinance through City Council whereas the former right-of-way will go from being a dedicated street to a fee simple parcel.  Overall the look of the property, and use of the property will not change it will only clean up an issue of use which relates to the overall park usage.

If Planning Commission recommends approval this case will be sent to Council for legislative action.

Joe Reitz, Public Works Director was representing this case.

Mr. Reitz stated that this case was sent to Planning from City Council and Public Service Committee.  This request for vacation will clean up a setback situation where the park overlays an existing paper street and will clean up the setback issues.

There were no comments from the commission on this case.

Mr. Orille moved to recommend approval to City Council the Vacation of a portion of Overlook Road within the Avondover Beach Subdivision as platted with Lorain County in March 1920.  The right-of-way line of Oakwood Drive and the westerly right-of-way line of Forest Blvd.  Mrs. Raymond seconded the motion.

 
AYES:  All						NAYS:  None

Mr. Plunkett stated this case has passed and will move on to City Council for readings and approval.


CASE NO. 010-20REQUEST OF KOPF CONSTRUCTION CORP. 420 AVON BELDEN ROAD FOR A REVISION TO THE APPROVED GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR LEGACY ISLE.  THE REVISION IS TO THE LAYOUT OF THE PRIVATE STREETS AND WILL REMOVE SEVERAL UNITS FROM THE ORIGINAL PLAN, SHIFTS THE NEW HOMES FURTHER AWAY FROM THE EXISTING HOMES AND CREATES A NEW POOL FOR THE SUBDIVISION.  LEGACY ISLE IS NORTH OF THE RAILROAD TRACKS ON THE WEST SIDE OF JOYCOX ROAD AND SOUTH OF WALKER ROAD WITHIN A R1 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT.

KOPF CONSTRUCTION	
LEGACY ISLE 
REFINEMENT TO THE GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN









Mr. Reitz stated the applicant is requesting a proposed revision to the layout of the private streets in Legacy Isle.  This revision removes several units from the original plan, shifts the new homes further away from the existing homes and creates a new pool for the subdivision.

In discussing this with the Law Director, Planning Commission and Council will need to review this request as a revision to the previously approved General Development Plan but since it is for the layout but not an expansion to the overall site it does not require a new public hearing by the commission.

Mr. Jim Sayler, Reitz Engineering and Mr. Doug Baldi, Baldi Design were present to represent this case and answer any questions the commission may have.

Mr. Sayler stated that the original General Development Plan was approved in 2018 for 143 units.  The stormwater was sent to the EPA for the first phase.  The cluster units will be the only units that will change.  The single family and street layouts will remain the same throughout the development.  The space between units from back of unit to back of unit in most areas will be between 200-300 feet.  The cluster units will be spread out a little more at the curve at the end of the street to have mostly 40 ft. between the cluster units.  We have lost 1 three plex and shifted the units and added a recreation area as well as taking out 3 cluster units.  We have added guest parking and made the streets easier for safety vehicles to enter, exit and turn around.

Stormwater plans are being done by Jones & Henry Engineers and CDM Smith.  They have the plans and have been received but final approval to come with improvement plans.

Construction to begin in the late fall for the streets and improvements.  New lot construction to begin in April-June of 2021.

Mr. Orille asked if the units that have been taken out were taken out and spread out to allow for the large trees to stay.  Will the proposed pool area have guest parking.

Mr. Sayler stated yes the units were reduced and spread out to allow for more space between the units, to allow the large trees to stay and to allow for the street to not have such a dramatic curve for the safety vehicles to get through.

Mrs. Fenderbosch wanted the public to know that if Planning Commission denies this plan, the plan that was originally approved will still be in place.  This plan looks like the developer listened to the resident and City Council comments and it shows on the plans and I feel this is an improvement.  I understand that they stormwater will come with the improvement plans but can you tell me if the stormwater plans were looked at and if the stormwater will be taken care of with this new area.

Mr. Sayler stated that the stormwater was sent in for review, we are working on this now, but have initial review to move forward from EPA.

Mayor Zilka asked how much space is between the units on Innsbrook to the back of homes on Heron Bay.

Mr. Sayler stated that there will be approximately 200 to 349 feet from the backs of units.

Mayor Zilka stated that this is a big improvement from the last plan.  The addition of the pool is a good addition along with the guest parking.

Mrs. Raymond stated that she thought the improvements made based on the comments from residents and City Council on the last plan were a nice change.

Mr. Sayler stated that the plan will not change from the placement of the single family homes or the open space calculations.

Mrs. Fenderbosch asked about the stormwater runoff from the addition of the new streets and asked how the water will flow.

Mr. Baldi stated that the water will be sent to catch basins and out to the road.  Stormwater will be better in this area than ever before.

Mr. Plunkett stated that this plan is a significant improvement to the last plan.  The comments were addressed.  I like the addition to the spacing of the units and the improvements of the pool area and guest parking.

Mr. Bill Reader, 681 Herron Bay stated that the stormwater plan is 20 years old and FEMA has a new flood plain map.  I sure hope that the City is watching to make sure that follow the correct protocol.

Mr. Sayler stated that we will be using the current data for the area and new FEMA maps.

Mr. Reitz stated that the improvement plans will go through a full review by an independent consultant from the city.  They developer will have to use all current data along with the most current FEMA maps.  CDM consultants has been monitoring the storm water using the new computer model.

Michael Mesaros, 676 Herron Bay who is the HOA President for the Herron Bay residents.  Mr. Mesaros asked if the new residents would have a separate HOA.  Also, the space between units 16 and 17 look to be very small.  How come they can put the units so close together?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Sayler stated that it is the standard code setback.  These units are not any closer together than the units already existing on Herron Bay.  In some units there have Space kept between units for potential expansions of the new units or third car garages.  Innisbrook homes will have a separate HOA with the same width of pavement that is currently on Herron Bay.  The Street will be a private street maintained by the HOA.

Mr. Mesaros asked if this area would be gated.

Mr. Baldi stated that the area would be a gated area.  The gates would be the same type as the existing gates on Herron Bay.

Mr. Mesaros asked about the construction traffic and asked that a barrier be put up at the end of the street until all construction is complete.

Mr. Baldi stated that the applicant Mr. Kopf has already agreed to put a concrete barrier up at the end of Herron Bay until all construction of the street and all the homes are completed, but there would have to be some type of break-thru for the safety vehicles.

Mr. Mesaros asked if the pool area would be paid for by all residents or just the residents of this new area.  Can you tell me who would have access and what the budget is for the pool and the fees.

Mr. Sayler stated that this is in the preliminary phases.  For now it is being looked at that all residents will have access and the fees would remain the same as they are now.

Mr. Mesaros asked who would have the expense for the gate and upkeep.

Mr. Sayler stated that all gates would be covered under the construction cost when being put in by the developer.  The maintenance and upkeep would be the responsibility of the new HOA for the area.

Mrs. Fenderbosch read a letter aloud from Rudy ??.

Mr. Baldi stated that the believed the comments have been addressed with the gates and the temporary barrier.

Mr. Peter Lux, 675 Herron Bay stated that he did not want the traffic from Innisbrook traveling through Herron Bay.  He stated that the area has a significant amount of trees and this area will look completely different.  Didn’t want the construction to happen.  This is devastating to the area.

Mr. Plunkett stated that the construction will happen in phases and the construction traffic will come in from the new road only.  The plan has already been approved, this is only revisions to the plan that will help with the area of the trees and traffic.

Mayor Zilka stated that Herron Bay and its stub streets were always designed for future development.  These streets need to connect for the safety of the residents.

Mrs. Fenderbosch stated that she would like to make sure that no construction vehicles would come into the existing streets for construction.  How can we make this happen?

Mr. Sayler stated that construction will have to come in from the public streets to access the new area.  Units 1-9 will be done first, then follow the road down until all phases are completed, then the barrier will be removed, but only when all construction of roads and homes are completed.

Diane Stearis, 32399 Legacy Point stated that during the general development plan discussion the developer stated that he would curve the road and add landscaping to block the view of the road and block the lights of the cars.  Is that happening?

Mr. Sayler stated that Ms. Stearis will see those comments addressed when the improvement plans come through for approval from this board.  This plan is only for the revisions in the other areas.

Mr. Orille moved to recommend approval to City Council the Refinements to the approved General Development Plan for Legacy Isle.  Mrs. Raymond seconded the motion.


AYES:  All						NAYS:  None

Mr. Plunkett stated that this case has passed and will now move on to City Council for readings and approval. 



INFORMATIONAL ITEM

None

DISCUSSION ITEM

None

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT

None


ADJOURNMENT


Mrs. Fenderbosch moved to adjourn at 8:35 p.m. the March 3, 2020 Planning Commission meeting.  Mr. Sommer seconded the motion.

AYES:		All				NAYS:	None


The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be on Tuesday, April 7, 2020.
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________________________________	________________________________
Mr. Sean Plunkett, Chairperson		Coleen M. Spring, Recording Secretary
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