MINUTES OF THE AVON LAKE
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
JULY 7, 2020



CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chairmen Haas called the Avon Lake Planning Commission Regular Meeting of July 7, 2020 to order at 7:31 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.


ROLL CALL

Mrs. Fenderbosch (Zoom), Mr. Haas, Mr. Orille, Mrs. Raymond, Mr. Sommer (Zoom), Mayor Zilka, Director of Law Ebert, Public Works Director Reitz.

Mr. Plunkett was absent and had told the commission last month that he would be absent tonight.  The commission had no comments and Mr. Plunkett was excused.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Zilka moved to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2020 regular meeting as revised.  Mrs. Raymond seconded the motion.

AYES:  All						NAYS:	None

Mayor Zilka moved to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2020 work session meeting.  Mrs. Raymond seconded the motion.

AYES:  All						NAYS:	None
 

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS

None


COUNCIL REPORT

Mrs. Fenderbosch reported on the cases that have been heard at City Council and reported on the approvals.


SWEARING IN

Director of Law Ebert will swear in applicants and members of the audience speaking to items on the agenda by case.  


NEW CASES: 
CASE NO. 016-20REQUEST OF ABK LIMITED AND LUMIN-AVON LAKE, LLC FOR RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL A LOT SPLIT AND CONSOLIDATION OF 04-00-008-104-134 & 125. THIS LOT SPLIT AND CONSOLIDATION WILL COMBINE TWO EXISTING PARCELS TO ALLOW FOR EXPANSION OF EXISTING COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL USES. THESE PROPERTIES ARE VACANT LAND BETWEEN WEBBER ROAD & PIN AOK PARKWAY IN AN L, LI & R2 ZONING DISTRICTS. 

ABK LIMITED & LUMIN
AVON LAKE, LLC
LOT SPLIT AND CONSOLIDATION






Mr. Reitz stated this request is for approval of a lot split and consolidation for two existing parcels on Pin Oak Parkway/Webber Road.  The lot split will allow for a future expansion of Hinkley Lighting and create the two recently rezoned R-2 parcels off of Webber Road.

If Planning Commission approves this request the Planning Commission Secretary will be able to sign the lot splits as approved for the owners to have recorded at the County Recorders Office.

Mr. Jim Sayler, Reitz Engineering Inc., 4214 Rocky River Drive was sworn in at the beginning of the meeting and is present to represent this case and answer any questions the commission may have.

Mr. Sayler explained the split and showed the meeting the plans.  The split will allow ABK limited to retain property that will run from Webber Road to Pin Oak Parkway.  This will allow for future development for the large property with an access easement and then allow for Hinkley Lighting to purchase a parcel to allow for a new building to be built and have an access route as well.

Mayor Zilka asked about the access easement and the strip of land that may end up undeveloped or landlocked if access is at some point not needed.

Mr. Reitz stated it would have to be consolidated to the adjacent parcel, because if not it would be a land locked parcel.

Mr. Sayler stated that Redwood Management came to Planning Commission last month for a work session on developing that property.  The property will be used for access, but if not needed the property would still be used for a buffer area within the new development.

Mayor Zilka stated that the Fire Department will be conducting a study and drive the streets in the area to see if the emergency access will be needed and maintained.  If Redwood Management is willing to purchase the property and maintain or use for buffer than I am ok with this.  My worry is that this piece of property would just be left and not maintained or landlocked.

Mrs. Fenderbosch asked what happens if the access easement is not wide enough?  Is that a possibility or is the questions just that it may not be needed.

Mr. Reitz stated that the easement is wide enough for access, we just do not know if it will be needed at this point.

Mr. K.C. Zuber, sworn in at beginning of the meeting, 216 Moore Road stated that he would like the Planning Commission to look favorably at the development that will be coming in.  The property to the west of this new development will eventually be developed and the development will have more than one access in and out.  We have worked with other developments to allow them to develop now knowing that future access and new streets will eventually be added.

Mr. Orille moved to approve the Lot Split and Consolidation for the ABK Limited & Lumin-Avon Lake, LLC on parcels 04-00-008-104-134 & 125.  Mrs. Fenderbosch seconded the motion.

AYES:  All						NAYS:  None

Mr. Haas stated this case has passed.


CASE NO. 017-20REQUEST OF KEVIN LEETCH 151 TOMAHAWK DRIVE AND ANDREW DIBLING OF 161 TOMAHAWK DRIVE, AVON LAKE FOR RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL A VACATION PLAT FOR A PORTION OF OVERLOOK DRIVE AND A CONSOLIDATION OF THE PROPERTY TO BOTH KEVIN LEETCH AT 151 TOMAHAWK DRIVE AND ANDREW DIBLING AT 161 TOMAHAWK DRIVE.  THESE PROPERTIES ARE LOCATED ON TOMAHAWK/OVERLOOK DRIVE BETWEEN ELECTRIC BLVD. AND GROVE STREET IN A R1B SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT.

KEVIN LEETCH & ANDREW DIBLING
151/161 TOMAHAWK
VACATION AND CONSOLIDATION PLAT








Mr. Reitz stated that this case is being brought forward by two adjacent property owners along the unimproved section of Overlook Road east of Tomahawk Drive.  This parcel of land has been used by the adjacent property owners as a driveway and yard area and there is an existing waterline crossing through this parcel.  Note three on the Plat states that the City will maintain an easement over the vacated property for access to the existing utilities.

In addition the owners are offering $1500 for this land and have paid for the Vacation Plat to be prepared for this request.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Public Works Department strongly requests this vacation on behalf of the property owners that cannot obtain a permit to replace the driveway since it is on City owned right-of-way.

If Planning Commission recommends approval this case will be sent back to City Council for legislative action.

Mr. Leetch, 155 Tomahawk Drive, was sworn in at the beginning of the meeting and is present to represent this case and answer any questions the commission may have.

Mr. Leetch stated that he would like this vacation so that he can pave and maintain his drive that is actually on city property now.  The paper street will go nowhere because of the Westwinds Subdivision and the way it was developed.  I have maintained the lawn and property since 2011 and have been talking to the city since 2017 to get this done.  Mr. Dibling, my neighbor will acquire 4 feet of the property that will give him a distance that will be off the drive to be used for additional yard.

Mr. Reitz stated that the city is in favor of this vacation and that the Utilities Department is satisfied as long as the utility easement is recorded on the plat and maintained perpetually.

Mayor Zilka stated that he thought this would be a good idea and allow for the residents to maintain their properties.

Mr. Orille asked if the drive would be paved.

Mr. Leetch stated that for now ½ of the drive would be paved and when money allows the rest of the drive will eventually be paved.

Mrs. Fenderbosch thanked the applicants for working with the city to get this done and for offering to pay for the vacation, because this property does have value and it is nice that the money was offered.

Mr. Orille moved to recommend approval to City Council the Vacation and Consolidation Plat at 151-161 Tomahawk Drive with the utilities easement maintained perpetually on the plat..  Mrs. Raymond seconded the motion.


AYES:  All						NAYS:  None

Mr. Haas stated that this case has passed and will now move on to City Council for readings and approval. 

INFORMATIONAL ITEM

None

DISCUSSION ITEM

Mr. Haas stated that the next regular meeting of Planning Commission will be August 4, 2020.  Please advise Mrs. Spring if you will be unavailable for that meeting.

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT

None

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. Fenderbosch moved to adjourn at 7:55 p.m. the July 7, 2020 Planning Commission meeting.  Mr. Sommer seconded the motion.

AYES:		All				NAYS:	None
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________________________________	________________________________
Mr. Robert Haas, Co-Chairperson		Coleen M. Spring, Recording Secretary
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