

August 24, 2020 Council Meeting Minutes

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE AVON LAKE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
AUGUST 24, 2020


The regular meeting of the Avon Lake Municipal Council was called to order on August 24, 2020 at 7:21 P.M. in the Council Chamber with Council President O’Donnell presiding.    

Mr. Izo led the Council, staff, and public in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present:  (Via Zoom) Council Members Jennifer Fenderbosch and Gary Izo; Finance Director Steve Presley; Public Works Director Joe Reitz; (Council Chamber) Council Members Zach Arnold, Billie Jo David, David Kos, Marty O’Donnell, K. C. Zuber; Mayor Zilka, Law Director Gary Ebert; and Clerk of Council Valerie Rosmarin.

GOVERNOR’S APPOINTMENT

Mrs. Fenderbosch was reappointed to the Materials Management Advisory Council (MMAC) by Governor DeWine for a term expiring July 1, 2023.

Law Director Ebert administered the Oath of Office to Mrs. Fenderbosch.

Mrs. Fenderbosch highlighted the duties and activities of MMAC and noted that 1.5 jobs are created by the Ohio EPA for every 1,000 tons of recycled materials collected. Therefore, through increase in collection of recycled materials, additional jobs will be generated.  In Ohio, recycling has a total economic impact of $5.7 billion including $6.55 million tax revenue, $1.7 billion in wages, and 28,000 jobs.

Recycling grants are funded by private funds and not tax payers’ funds through tire sales, landfill fees, demolition fees, and construction material collection and processing, and other miscellaneous funds.  The private sector, funded grants help create and sustain jobs.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of the July 13, 2020 Council Meeting were approved as prepared and published.  

CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk of Council received the following communication:

On August 12th, letters were received from H.R. Kopf of Kopf Builders requesting Council suspend the rules for three readings on an emergency basis for Temporary Legislation #11413, approving revision No. 2 to the site plan for Aqua Marine South and Temporary Legislation #11414, approving the improvement plans for Legacy-Webber Subdivision.

Mrs. Fenderbosch received the following communication:

· David Glow, Jennifer Hardman, Tracy Hughes, Tammy Daws, Zoe Cummings, Amy Nasr regarding the Krebs Road PUD. 
· Attorney Janice Stafford regarding Avon Lake as a popup COVID testing site. 

MAYOR’S REPORT

COVID-19 reports have been posted weekly on the City’s website when provided by the Lorain County Health Department.  However, the recovery numbers and other pertinent details of the positive cases are not given to the City.  To date, there have been a total of 191 cases.  

On August 20th, Governor DeWine announced that Lorain County was placed in Level 3 (red) of the Public Advisory Health Alert System indicating a very high exposure and spread of the virus.  This level is determined by the statistics over a three-week period.  Lorain County Health Commissioner David Covell is optimistic that Lorain County will be moved to Level 2 (orange) by next week or the week after since there has been a decrease in numbers.

Avon Lake hosted COVID testing on Wednesday, August 19th and Thursday, August 20th. A total of 1,190 tests were administered as follows:  Wednesday, 530 tests and Thursday, 560 tests.  The testing was successful due to the efforts of the National Guard,  Lorain County Public Health District, and City staff from the Digital Media Department, Public Works Department, and Police Department.

The Lorain County website conducted an employer survey of businesses in Lorain County in May 2020.  A total of 285 businesses participated and answered questions on how their business was impacted due to COVID-19 over the past three months.  The majority responded that it would take over a year to recover or possibly longer if the crisis continues.  The results of the survey can be viewed at:   

http://www.loraincounty.com/Employer-Survey-June-2020-Full-Report.pdf

In response to Mr. Arnold, Mayor Zilka reported that the results of the popup COVID testing will be distributed first to individuals testing positive so tracing can begin.  The City will be provided with the results when they are available.  

In response to Mrs. Fenderbosch, Mayor Zilka reported that the CARES Act will reimburse the City for all expenses associated with the testing.  Finance Director Presley will be reviewing all expenditures to determine their eligibility.


COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The next Collective Committee Meeting followed by the Council Meeting will be held Monday, September 14th at 6:30 p.m.  Meetings will be open to the public.

After learning that some new or existing businesses encountered difficulties when expanding or building in the City, a few businesses were interviewed to determine if these concerns were warranted.  Based on those findings, the formation of the Business Navigation Ad Hoc Committee was proposed. 

By general consent, Mr. O’Donnell estalished the Business Navigation Ad Hoc Committee.  Members are Marty O’Donnell; Billie Jo David; Bill Heine, Zoning Board Representative; Gary Ebert, Law Director; Ted Esborn, Economic Development Director; and Advisory Members are Mayor Zilka and Joe Reitz, Public Works Director.


Objectives of the Ad Hoc Committee

· Develop stronger communications between the Building, Planning, and Zoning Departments.
· Streamline the process for new and existing businesses wishing to locate or expand in Avon Lake by providing cost saving information and a timeline upfront.
· Deliver efficient, understandable, and quality services to assist in the City’s Economic Development.
· Bridge the link between the three departments and the Economic Development Department.
· Provide oversight and accountability of these departments not routinely reviewed by City Council.  
· Establish continuous improvement meetings on an ongoing basis.

Mrs. David reported that the scope of the ad hoc committee was narrowed to businesses building a new building or expanding a building.  Through use improvement methodology, similar to lean methodology, the ad hoc committee will identify all redundancies and errors with City processes and recommend changes to improve the overall process.  The ad hoc committee has identified benchmarks and best practices in other cities and has interviewed business owners and will continue to gather feedback from other business owners.  Business owners have expressed positive experiences with staff in the Building, Zoning, and Planning Departments.  The ad hoc committee has found the City’s process to be very customer focused and that the staff has a great deal of knowledge, is very helpful, and supportive.  The foundation to make process improvement is very good.




MOTIONS

Mrs. Fenderbosch made a motion to refer a recommendation to Planning Commission for the dedication of City property on West Shore Road and Beck Road as City parks.  The Administration desires to dedicate these two parcels as City parks and will seek approval by Planning Commission.    

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. Kos made a motion to authorize the Public Works Department to advertise for bids for solar powered LED crosswalks.  The Public Works Director has budgeted funds for  solar powered crosswalk signs to be installed at Redwood Boulevard and S.R. 83 and Long Pointe Drive and Walker Road.  

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.

LEGISLATION

Mr. Zuber moved to add Temporary Legislation #11415 to the agenda.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.

Third Reading:

Temporary Legislation #11403, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A ONE-TIME VACATION TIME DEFERRAL FOR CERTAIN FULL-TIME, NON-BARGAINING UNIT PERSONNEL, was read by title only.

Mr. Zuber moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #11403.  This legislation will provide the full-time, non-bargaining unit employees with the same benefit as the bargaining unit employees of a one-time carry over of up to two weeks’ vacation time to be used by December 31, 2021.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 78-2020 adopted.



First Readings:

Temporary Legislation #11409, AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING THE EXTENSION OF THE LABOR AGREEMENT WITH THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE OHIO LABOR COUNCIL, INCORPORATED POLICE DISPATCHERS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

Mr. Zuber moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. Zuber moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #11409.  This legislation will ratify the extension of the current Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Fraternal Order of Police for dispatchers to March 31, 2021 and allow a one-time carry over of up to two weeks’ vacation time to be used by December 31, 2021.    

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 79-2020 adopted.

Temporary Legislation #11410, AN ORDINANCE CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT OF JEREMY WEISSINGER AS POLICE OFFICER IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.
Mr. Zuber moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. Zuber moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #11410.  This legislation will appoint Jeremy Weissinger to the position of Police Officer in the Police Department at the Step 1 salary of $28.05/hour effective August 31, 2020.  Mr. Weissinger will be sworn in August 25th and will attend the Police Academy at LCCC starting September 9th.

Mr. Zuber moved to amend Section No. 3 of Temporary Legislation #11410 from Mr. Blankenship to Mr. Weissinger.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.

Roll call of motion for passage

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 80-2020 adopted.

Temporary Legislation #11411, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE RULES OF THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.
This legislation will amend Civil Service Rule 9 Section B by defining veteran, disabled veteran, and honorable conditions of a military discharge.  The Civil Service Commission has started reviewing the rules and additional amendments may be forthcoming.    

Temporary Legislation #11412, A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 73 TO AMEND SECTION 4511.46 OF THE REVISED CODE TO ALTER THE LAW GOVERNING YIELDING OF PEDESTRIANS IN CROSSWALKS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

This legislation will support Ohio Senate Bill 73 altering the law governing yielding of pedestrians.  If passed by the State House, it will be signed into law by the Governor and will change the current crosswalk laws in the State of Ohio.  If a pedestrian is attempting to cross a street at a curb where there is no traffic control device, cars must stop and yield to the pedestrian. 

Temporary Legislation #11413, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING REVISION NO. 2 TO THE SITE PLAN FOR AQUA MARINE SOUTH AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.

Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #11413.  This legislation will approve a revision to the site plan for Aqua Marine South to replace four two-story buildings with four ranch style buildings on the north side of Walker Road within an R-3 Multi-Family Residential District as approved by Planning Commission on August 4th.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 81-2020 adopted.
Temporary Legislation #11414, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE IMPROVEMENT PLANS FOR LEGACY-WEBBER SUBDIVISION AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.
Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.

Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #11414.  This legislation will approve the improvement plans for Legacy-Webber subdivision consisting of 14 single family lots on the eastside of Avon Belden Road across from Webber Road within an R-1 Single Family Residential District as approved by Planning Commission on August 4th.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 82-2020 adopted.

Temporary Legislation #11415, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A PERSONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH ARTHUR J. GALLAGHER & COMPANY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY, was read by title only.

Mr. Zuber moved for suspension of the rule requiring three readings.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.

Mr. Zuber moved for passage of Temporary Legislation #11415.  This legislation will retain the personal services of Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. of Minneapolis, Minnesota for human resources consulting services by completing a compensation study of bargaining unit and non-bargaining unit employees at the base cost of $14,500.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.
Ordinance No. 83-2020 adopted.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Due to health reasons, Mr. Izo regretfully announced his resignation as Council Ward 3 representative effective September 4, 2020.     


Mr. O’Donnell made a motion to accept the resignation of Mr. Izo as Council Ward 3 representative effective September 4, 2020.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.

All interested candidates are instructed to submit a letter of interest and resume to Valerie Rosmarin, Clerk of Council at 150 Avon Belden Road, Avon Lake, Ohio 44012 or vrosmarin@avonlake.org by 4:30 p.m. on September 11th.

Mrs. Fenderbosch moved for adjournment.

Yes: Izo, Kos, O’Donnell, Zuber, Arnold, David, Fenderbosch
No: None
Motion carried.
 
Adjournment:  8:19 P.M.


Approved:  ______________________		Attest:  _____________________
	        Council President  		                        Clerk of Council    
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