MINUTES OF THE AVON LAKE
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
AUGUST 4, 2020



CALL TO ORDER

Chairmen Plunkett called the Avon Lake Planning Commission Regular Meeting of August 4, 2020 to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.


ROLL CALL

Mrs. Fenderbosch (Zoom), Mr. Haas, Mr. Orille, Mr. Plunkett, Mrs. Raymond, Mayor Zilka, Director of Law Ebert, Public Works Director Reitz.

Mr. Sommer was absent and had told the commission last month that he would be absent tonight.  The commission had no comments and Mr. Sommer was excused.

MOTION
Mayor Zilka moved to allow for broadcasting the Planning Commission meetings using the executive authority granted to him due to the pandemic and to allow for public input for the regular meeting and the work session.  Mrs. Fenderbosch seconded the motion.

AYES:		All				NAYS:	None


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Haas moved to approve the minutes of the July 7, 2020 regular meeting.  Mayor Zilka seconded the motion.

AYES:  All						NAYS:	None


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS

None


COUNCIL REPORT

Mrs. Fenderbosch reported on the cases that have been heard at City Council and reported on the approvals.


SWEARING IN

Director of Law Ebert will swear in applicants and members of the audience speaking to items on the agenda.  
NEW CASES: 
CASE NO. 018-20REQUEST OF DEI DESIGN ENGINEERING INC., 604 MOORE ROAD, AVON LAKE FOR RECOMMENDATION OF APPROVAL FROM PLANNING COMMISSION THE SITE PLAN AND PARKING WAIVER.  THE PROPOSED WAREHOUSE ADDITION (80’ X 120’) WILL BE ADDED TO THE EXISTING STRUCTURE AND WILL HAVE PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENTS.  WAIVER REQUESTED TO LAND BANK ELEVEN (11) PARKING SPACES FOR FUTURE USE IF NEEDED.  THIS PROPERTY IS LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF MOORE ROAD BETWEEN WEBBER ROAD AND WALKER ROAD IN AN I-INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICT. 

DEI DESIGN ENGINEERING INC.
BUILDING ADDITION SITE PLAN AND PARKING WAIVER










Mr. Reitz stated that this case before Planning Commission is for the addition to add another 9,600 square foot storage building on their existing property.  The use for the building is for storage and shipping, not manufacturing.  Based on the size of the buildings and the use of the buildings the applicant is requesting to land bank parking spaces that are not needed at this time.  The land banked parking is shown on the plans and shall be kept for the future needs of the site.  

This project is requested by the applicant due to the growing business needs and necessary storage areas for the products they sell.  The City is pleased that DEI is expanding and we hope they continue to grow and prosper at this site.

It should be noted that the applicant has agreed to donate an access easement to the City for maintenance purposes along the Powdermaker Creek.  The city greatly appreciates them including the easement donation and adjusting the location of the building to accommodate current and future access needs for the creek.

If Planning Commission approves of this site plan they will be able to apply for building permits for the project.

Mr. Dave Markley, DEI 604 Moore Rd. and Vic Stuart, Bramhall Engineering 801 Moore Rd. were sworn in at the opening of the meeting and were present to represent this case and answer any questions the commission may have.

Mr. Markley stated that the business is growing and they just have too much stuff to store.  We have storage units all over the city and would like to have all of our store in one location and want it on site.  At this time the building addition will be storage only and we will be adding no new employees and don’t feel that the parking would be required.  We have plenty of spaces for employees and visitors.

Mrs. Raymond stated that she supported the land banked spots and asked if the parking spots were to code, they look to be quite narrow.

Mr. Stuart stated that the parking spaces will be whatever the code permits at the time we put them in.  We just put them on the plans for now.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs. Raymond stated that you show a two overhead garage door but have no pavement to one of the doors.  Is this to code and will you have a problem when going to build?

Mr. Markley stated that the doors were basically put in because of fire code.  We have pavement to one only and the doors are side by side so we didn’t think the extra pavement was necessary.

Mr. Plunkett asked if Mr. Markley has had any stormwater issues in the past and if so, how often.  You also show two doors on the building that swing in, I assume that those doors will need to swing out for safety issues.

Mr. Reitz stated that the stormwater plans and elevations were done with the other building site plans.  The basin will move to the north and the grade will all come out and meet with the basin.

Mr. Markley stated that they have had no water issue up to now.  And hope they will not have any water issues with the new plan.

Mr. Haas thanked DEI for staying in Avon Lake and growing so fast.  Can you tell me the nature of the business?

Mr. Markley stated that it is Motor racing and high performance bikes and automation.

Mr. Orille asked if the business continues to grow and the business stays in Avon Lake, do you have any forecast as to how many employees could be added to the business.  

Mr. Markley stated that it would be very hard to forecast, but if I had to guess, I would think at complete buildout it would be around 2-5 new employees.

Mrs. Fenderbosch stated that if your plans are to build out again in the future you will eventually need the land banked parking spots.  Do you know the approximate square footage you will need eventually for the building if it is to stay in Avon Lake?

Mr. Markley stated that we would probably need and additional 12-15,000 sq. ft. with a total of about 50-60,000 sq. ft.

Mrs. Fenderbosch asked if they have erosion of the land at the Powdermaker Ditch.

Mr. Reitz stated that so far there has not been any erosion.  We have cleaned the ditch and have replaced the culvert recently.

Mayor Zilka thanked Mr. Markley for working so greatly with the city and allowing and promoting some annual events.  It is good to see the business continue to grow.

Mr. Haas moved to approve the request of Site Plan at 604 Moore Road for a Building Addition and Parking Waiver for (11)eleven spaces land banked for future use when needed.  Mrs. Fenderbosch seconded the motion.

AYES:  All						NAYS:  None

Mr. Plunkett stated this case has passed.


CASE NO. 019-20REQUEST OF KOPF CONSTRUCTION CO., 420 AVON BELDEN ROAD FOR APPROVAL FROM PLANNING COMMISSION THE SECOND REVISED SITE PLAN FOR AQUA MARINE SOUTH.  THIS REVISION PROPOSES TO REPLACE 4-TWO STORY 12 UNITS BUILDINGS WITH 4-RANCH STYLE BUILDINGS SIMILAR TO THE ONES BUILT AT THE INTERSECTION OF MILLER AND WALKER ROADS.  THIS PROPERTY IS LOCATED ON VACANT PROPERTY WITHIN THE AQUA MARINE SUBDIVISION ON THE NORTH SIDE OF WALKER ROAD AND ARE IN AN R-3 MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT.

KOPF CONSTRUCTION
AQUA MARINE SOUTH SUBDIVISION
REVISED SITE PLAN NO. 2










Mr. Reitz stated this request is for approval of a revision to the layout for the project on the south end of the Aqua Marine R-3 multi-family development.  The revision is to change the layout of the site and is coming back to Planning commission for approval.  The applicant shall explain the revisions being proposed for this phase of the project in greater detail.  

If this request is recommended for approval by Planning Commission it will need to go to City Council for final approval.

Mr. Jim Sayler, Reitz Engineering was sworn in at the start of the meeting and was present to represent this case and answer any questions the commission may have.

Mr. Sayler stated that there are 4 vacant building sites left to build on.  The first revision that came through for this was to lower the density and have the lower ranch style housing.  We are back again to lower the density and step down the heights of the buildings and have the lower units as some of a buffer to Walker Road.  There will be 34 units, less than half of the original planned unites for the site.

Mr. Plunkett stated that this will be a relief to the corner and not have such large units up front.  Mr. Plunkett asked how many bedrooms will these units have?

Mr. Sayler stated that they will be one bedroom units.

Mrs. Fenderbosch stated that the public always likes to lesser density.

Mr. Haas moved to recommend approval to City Council the Aqua Marine Subdivision south revised site plan no. 2.  Mayor Zilka seconded the motion.


AYES:  All						NAYS:  None

Mr. Plunkett stated that this case has passed and will now move on to City Council for readings and approval. 


CASE NO. 020-20REQUEST OF KOPF CONSTUCTION CO., 420 AVON BELDEN ROAD FOR RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL AN IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE LEGACY POINTE PUD – WEBBER ROAD CONNECTION THAT CONSISTS OF 14 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING LOTS.  THIS PUD SUBDIVISION IS LOCATED ON VACANT PROPERTY ON THE EAST SIDE OF AVON BELDEN ROAD DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM WEBBER ROAD WITHIN AN R-1 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT.

KOPF CONSTRUCTION
LEGACY POINTE
WEBBER RD. CONNECTION
IMPROVEMENT PLANS








Mr. Reitz stated this request is for the Improvement Plan approval to make the road connection between English Turn and SR 83 at Webber Road.  Per the purchase agreement between the City and Kopf Construction a southbound left turn lane is being added to Avon Belden Road and the existing traffic light will be modified for the new road.  This phase of the subdivision has long been awaited and anticipated.  An additional stub street will be added to the north for future expansion of the subdivision.  This development will utilize the existing wet detention basin for stormwater control which was designed to include this property.

At the time of the agenda going out, there were still outstanding comments from Avon Lake Regional Water.  Approval of this plan needs to include a contingency that before going to City Council the plans will need full approval by Avon Lake Regional Water, in writing.

If this request is recommended for approval by Planning Commission it will need to go to City Council.

Mr. Jim Sayler, Reitz Engineering was present to represent this case and answer any questions the commission may have and was sworn in at the start of the meeting.

Mr. Sayler stated the Preliminary Plan for this area were approved at the June Planning Commission meeting.  At that time, resident Mr. Crockett requested that the stormwater for his property be looked at going to the basin.  This request has been taken care of with these plans and his stormwater will be draining into the basin.  The plans for the intersection at Avon Belden are still being worked on and the City will continue to work with Mr. Kopf for the intersection design and traffic signal.  We have responded to all the comments from ALRW and waiting on review and approval from EPA.

Mrs. Raymond thanked Mr. Kopf for working with Mr. Crockett to get the stormwater issues taken care of.

Mr. Plunkett asked if the layout of the intersection has been supplied to the city.

Mr. Reitz stated that it had and we are working with the traffic engineer and city on the plans and adjustments.

Mr. Plunkett asked if there would be modifications to the width of Avon Belden Road.


Mr. Sayler stated that there would not be any modifications to the width of Avon Belden but would have modifications to the inner street, not really the intersection.

Mr. Haas asked why the name difference of Diamond Head and Webber Road if they are directly across from each other.

Mr. Reitz stated that because Diamond Head was an arterial road and at one point did not directly line up with Webber Road the name of the road was Diamond Head. 

Mr. Haas asked if this section would be part of the overall HOA for Legacy Pointe and who would maintain Block C-A.

Mr. Sayler stated that this portion of the subdivision and blocks would be owned and maintained by the Legacy Pointe Homeowners Association.

Mr. Doug Baldi, Baldi Design, 2607 Butternut Ridge was sworn in at the start of the meeting.  Mr. Baldi stated that the intention on the entry was to have an island, but the sign would not be visible.  We propose to have a sign on one side with landscaping and mounds that will fit in with the existing landscaping throughout the subdivision.  We may eventually go to Zoning Board for an additional sign at the entrance so the sign could be seen from either direction on Avon Belden Road.

Mrs.  Fenderbosch asked Mr. Sayler if the developer’s agreements are in place for ALRW.

Mr. Sayler stated that ALRW did not ask for a developer’s agreement in the past.

Mr. Reitz stated that ALRW did ask for a developer’s agreement, but in the past has not required one.

Mrs. Fenderbosch just wanted to see how far along the agreement process was.

Mr. Sayler stated that in other subdivisions when asked, the ALRW was not ready for agreements.  I will ask if they want one for this area, but have been told in the past they were not ready for these.

Mayor Zilka appreciated the line-up of Webber Road.  I know it was a long time in the making, but is good to see for safety reasons this will happen now.

Mr. Haas moved to recommend approval to City Council the Improvement Plan for the construction of the Legacy Point PUD Webber Rd. connection, Contingent upon the comments of ALRW and the Sub Divider’s Agreement be taken care of prior to going to City Council for approval.  Mrs. Fenderbosch seconded the motion.


AYES:  All						NAYS:  None

Mr. Plunkett stated that this case has passed and will now move on to City Council for readings and approval. 




INFORMATIONAL ITEM

City of Avon Lake – 33760 Lake Rd. – Little Free Library in Garden-Miller Rd. Park.
City of Avon Lake-150 Avon Belden Rd. – AT&T Cell Tower Upgrades
Klassic Custom Decks, Inc. – 678 Temecula Way, Porch-Patio

There were no comments from the commission on these minor alterations.

DISCUSSION ITEM

Mr. Plunkett stated that the next regular meeting of Planning Commission will be September 1, 2020.  Mr. Haas stated that he will be out of town and unavailable for this meeting.  


GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT

None

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. Raymond moved to adjourn at 8:21 p.m. the August 4, 2020 Planning Commission meeting.  Mr. Haas seconded the motion.

AYES:		All				NAYS:	None
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________________________________	________________________________
Mr. Sean Plunkett, Chairperson		Coleen M. Spring, Recording Secretary
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